19/ 01/ 1998

Kit Siang hits out at betrayal clains

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Opposition Leader LimKit Siang today described as
"galling" the allegations by certain quarters that he had betrayed his
principles for personal reasons by being supportive of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

"I will go on a nationwi de tour ... to address head-on the vicious
fal sehoods, " he said in a statenent today.

"It is very unfortunate that at a tine when the entire energies of the
peopl e shoul d be focused on how to bring about a scenari o where the
Mal aysi an Governnent, society and people could respond as one unit to tide
t hrough the economic crisis in the shortest possible tine, there are such
vi ci ous and unproductive fal sehoods. "

Li msaid according to the fal sehoods he had betrayed his principles and
the DAP cause by supporting Dr Mahathir as foll ows:

* Support in Parlianent |ast Novenber for the notion of confidence in
the Prine M nister

* Support for Dr Mahathir in that Ml aysia should not seek a bail-out
fromthe International Mnetary Fund; and,

* Support for Dr Mahathir in stating the DAP woul d co-operate with the
Nati onal Economic Action Council despite its reservations about its
formati on and conposition

"On behal f of the DAP, | have al ways naintained the stand that in the
| arger national interest, the DAP is prepared to co-operate with the
Bari san Nasi onal CGovernnent |ed by Dr Mahathir wi thout conpronmni sing our
principles or our right and duty to articulate the aspirations of
Mal aysi ans. "

( END)
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