03/ 10/ 1998

Kit Siang: Charge Anwar for inciting riots or release him

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The DAP has called for the imredi ate rel ease of
fornmer Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
and nine others still detained under the Internal Security Act.

In a statenment today, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said the
detention of Anwar was unaccept abl e.

"If police have evidence that Anwar was inciting people to go on riots,
he (Anwar) shoul d be charged in court for this offence and not under a
detention-without-trial lawlike the | SA/ " he said.

Those det ai ned under the | SA who have been rel eased include forner Umo
Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di, Abi m president Ahmad Azam Abdu
Rahman, Abi m deputy president Mkhtar R dzwan, Abi mvice-president Abdu
Halimlsmai|l and Abi msecretary-general Shaharuddi n Badaruddi n, Bandar Tun
Razak Umo divi sion chief Tamunif Mkhtar and Mal aysia National Mislim
St udents Associ ati on secretary-general Ahmad Sabrini Mhd Sidek.

Limalso called for investigations into Anwar's allegations of police
brutality to be conducted by conpl etely i ndependent investigators outside
the police force.

He said for the sake of the police force's credibility, the Inspector-
General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor shoul d agree and request this of
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is al so Home M ni ster.

"By taking such a stand, the police will be showi ng the nation and the
world that it has nothing to hide and that it would not condone any
brutality by anyone in the police force," he said.

This was because the I GP hinmself had publicly declared on Sept 24 that
Anwar was "safe and sound" under police custody since his arrest on Sept
20.

Limsaid investigators should i nqui re whet her Rahi mwas aware of Anwar's
injuries when he made that statement and if not, when he (Rahim was first
i nformed of the injuries.

Secondl y, investigators should inquire when Dr Mahathir was inforned of
Anwar's injuries, Limadded.
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