27/ 10/ 1998
Kit Siang: Be disciplined to maintain | aw and order

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Opposition Leader LimKit Siang said today that every
Mal aysi an nust be conscious of the need for a high degree of discipline to
mai ntain | aw and order "which can be quite fragile in a multi-racial

soci ety".

He said that at the sane tinme, the Governnent and police nust recognise
the people's right to peaceful assenbly to express their concerns and
aspirations.

He said he agreed with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad
that Malaysia did not want nmob rule and that he (Lin) had gone on record
to say that Ml aysians would go to the ballot box in demanding politica
change.

When tabling the 1999 Budget on Friday, Dr Mhat hir condemed nob rul e,
saying that Malaysia is a denocratic country, practising the rule of |aw

"Mal aysi ans do not want mob rule, but the people shoul d be given the
denocratic space to exercise their fundanental right to peacefully and
orderly gather to express their concerns," Lim who the Menber of
Parliament for Tanjung, said as he started the debate on the Supply Bil
1999 in the Dewan Rakyat.

He also made it clear that the DAP depl ores viol ence, obviously
referring to Saturday's violent denonstration in Kanmpung Baru in which two
pol i cenen were injured

Several denpnstrators also threw stones, bottles and sticks at policenen
and their vehicles. Sonme started a bonfire in Jalan Raja Abdull ah.

Sayi ng that "violence can only beget violence", Limspoke of the need
for a newspirit between the authorities and the people, and for a new
political discourse in the country.

He said the political situation in the country went beyond the renoval
of former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand the
al l egations | evel | ed agai nst him

Limsaid it concerned "deep-seated hopes and aspirations of Ml aysi ans
for justice, freedom denocracy and good governance".

Lim s speech | asted one hour and 50 m nutes.
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