26/ 06/ 1998

KL agai nst using group to open up economi es

MALAYSI A i s agai nst the use of the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation
(Apec) to pressure countries to open their econonies, International Trade
and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said.

She said this in response to a question on the concerns raised by Japan
that Apec will be used as a platformto pressure it towards
I'i beralisation.

Speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday after the opening of SM
Showcase ' 98 and Apec Cross Border Linkages by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, she said the issue of flexibility deals with such
concerns.

"W woul d not want anyone to use Apec to open our econom es or anybody
el se's but we would like to see Apec used by everyone to open up narkets
for mutual benefit.

"Al'l of us want to open up our narkets as and when we can and that is
why the flexibility principle conmes in.

"And we took note of the concerns of countries including Japan on the
need for flexibility. W could not resolve in detail a decision on what
the flexibilities were so we asked officials to do it by Septenber. It is
as sinple as that," she said.

At the Apec trade ninisters' neeting in Kuching early |last week, it was
agreed that there will be flexibility in the inplenentation of an early
trade liberalisation plan

Apec's plan for early voluntary sectoral liberalisation (EVSL) invol ves
trade in nine priority sectors and six other areas and is part of a bigger
plan to free trade in the Pacific by 2020.

The EVSL is a sectoral approach which was inspired by the Information
Technol ogy Agreenent (I TA) to accel erate Apec towards this goal.

Raf i dah added that ways and means have to be devi sed when expandi ng the
coverage of the EVSL anong Wrld Trade Organi sati on (WIO) nenbers as the
ITAis beyond the WO initiative.
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