23/ 10/ 1998
KL regrets US congressnen's bid to change Apec venue

Ham sah Ham d

MALAYSI A yesterday expressed regret that two US congressnen had tried to
persuade President Bill dinton to seek a change in venue for the Asia
Paci fi c Econonmi ¢ Cooperation (Apec) sumit to be held in Kuala Lunpur on
Novenber 16-18.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi said the nove to |ink
the choi ce of Apec sunmit venue with a proposed discussion on Ml aysia's
econom ¢ policies and human rights is "nost regretted”.

He said the US | awmakers' action represents another attenpt at dictating
to Malaysia in respect of its donestic affairs.

"We are not happy with this attitude... the arrogance, finger-pointing
and condescensi on. They want to dictate what we should do," he told
reporters after signing on behalf of the governnent three cooperation
agreenents with Ethiopia in Kuala Lunpur.

In a letter dated October 16 to Cinton, Republican congressnmen Ben
G | man and Doug Bereuter expressed concern about Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir's introduction of capital control nmeasures and the detention
of and all eged assault on Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Wi | e expressing support for Apec, the | awrmkers urged Cinton "to
explore the possibility of a different venue for the upcom ng Novenber
meeting" of 21 Apec | eaders.

"If this is not possible, we would urge you to speak out forcefully
about the econonic policies and human rights practices of Dr Mahathir,"
they were quoted as saying in the letter which was made public on
Wednesday.

Abdul | ah sai d what Ml aysia does is for the interest of the nation and
"we have no intention to cause trouble for other countries".

"But they thenselves (are insensitive to other countries) ... for
i nstance when passing the Helms Burton and D Amato | aws, they did not take
into account other countries' feeling... this is doubl e-standard,"” he
sai d.

On the ot her hand, when inplenenting selective capital control neasures,
Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a conti nues to encourage foreign direct investnents
and allowinvestors to repatriate their profits.

He al so said that US congressnen are free to advise their President,
like telling himnot to visit China, but Cinton did anyway. The US
Presi dent has said he would attend the Apec summit, Abdullah added.

On the statenment by US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian
Affairs Stanley Roth that Cinton's attendance at the Apec sunmmit is not a
state or official visit to Malaysia, Abdullah said there is no i ssue here.

"We understand that the leaders will be here to attend the nultilateral
Apec neeting... they are not here for official or state visits.

"And as of now, there is no plan for a bilateral neeting between Dr
Mahat hir and Cinton," he said.
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