16/ 01/ 1998
KL remains conmmitted to South ties

Fauzi ah | smai |

MALAYSI A' S conmitnent to Sout h- Sout h cooperation remains firmdespite a
reduction in the allocation for the Ml aysi an Techni cal Cooperation
Programme (MICP) in line with the nove to tri mgovernnment expenditure,
says Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw .

Only the ability to finance technical cooperation under the MICP will be
affected, not the conmtrment and faith in the programme, he told reporters
at Wsma Putra in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

The CGovernnment had all ocated RMLOO million for the MICP under the
Sevent h Mal aysia Plan (1996-2000), up fromRW67.4 million in the previous
pl an.

Focusi ng on areas such as econom ¢ planning, privatization, nonetary
policy and project devel opnent, the progranme has proven to be a useful
vehicl e not only in assisting other devel oping countries, but also in
provi di ng an opportunity for Malaysia to learn fromthe experience of
ot hers.

Abdul | ah sai d foreign envoys have sought neetings with himto discuss
the country's econonic situation.

Sone of the anmbassadors fromlslamc countries, who attended the Iftar
(breaking of fast) with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Tuesday, had
al so sought the Prinme Mnister's views on the natter

"They have conveyed their respective governnments' views to us and
of fered their noral support... they expressed the hope that we will
recover soon.

"They al so said that they val ue our econom c cooperation and are
confident that our strong econonic fundanmentals will see us through," he
added.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi an enbassy and hi gh comri ssion officials have been
tasked with expl ai ni ng devel opnents in Ml aysia, especially those relating
to the trade and economy, to their respective host governnents.

They have been asked to work hard to hel p increase foreign direct
i nvestnent flows to Ml aysi a.
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