21/ 07/ 1998
KL wants peace process expedited

Kamar ul Yunus
MALAYSI A wants the US to exert its influence on the Israeli Government to
push forward the West Asi an peace process.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said Mal aysia regrets
that the US has been unsuccessful in exerting its influence on the Israel
Governnent under Prine M nister Benjam n Netanyahu to push the peace
process ahead.

"I'n fact, Netanyahu has conpletely ignored whatever peace agreenents
t hat have been entered into between Israel and Pal estine,”" he told newsnen
after meeting Pal estinian Foreign M nister Farouk Khadoum in Kuala Lunpur

yest er day.
Khadoum , who arrived Kual a Lumpur on Sunday, is on a five-day visit to
Mal aysia. He will | eave for Singapore on Thursday.

Khadoum , who was al so present at the press conference, shared
Abdul I ah' s views on the deadl ock in the Wst Asian peace process.

He urged Mal aysi a and other countries which support the Pal estini ans
struggle, to pressure the USto informthe international conmunity that
Israel is responsible for the stalemate and is "killing" the peace
pr ocess.

"Action should be taken in the UN and econom ¢ sanctions should be
i nposed on Israel, sinlar to the apartheid regine in South Africa in the
past," he added.

Khadoum also met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad later in
t he afternoon.

Descri bing the Palestinians' struggle as legitimate in terns of fighting
for human rights, Abdullah said the Ml aysian governnment and its people
support the Pal estinians in their struggle.

"Your (Palestinians) struggle is legitimate,"” he told Khadoum .

"The struggle of the Palestinians is a struggle of human rights ..
their rights to their honeland, their rights to live in peace and harnony,
their rights to establish relations with other countries. This is
i nportant.

"What ever happen to the Pal estinian people is an aggressi on agai nst
human rights. This is sonething we strongly oppose to and we will continue
to support your struggle,"” he added.

Abdul I ah said Malaysia will do whatever it can through active
participation at international forunms and conferences, to see that peace
and harnony return to West Asia.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a al so supports the setting up of an internationa
war crines court.

"W support the nobve because we want to see an international court that
has the freedomto listen or tries any cases rather than dependi ng on the
deci sion of the UN Security Counci l

"W do not want the UN Security Council to determ ne which case should
be listened to at the international court as there may be a conflict of
i nterest anong Security Council nenbers and the use of veto power to
oppose or bring a case to court.

"This is not good in terns of the freedomof a court that need the
confidence of the international comunity," he said.

The statute for the proposed international war crines court was drafted
in Rone |ast Friday, in which 120 countries were in favour, seven
countries against, while 21 abstai ned.



Israel is one of the seven countries which opposed the statute because
it fears that the decision made on the construction of Jewi sh settlenents
in occupied territories can be considered as a war crine.

It was reported that some 160,000 Jews live in settlenments scattered
anong nore than two million Palestinians in the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip,
areas captured by Israel fromJordanian and Egyptian rule in the 1967 West
Asi an war .
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