19/ 11/ 1998

Leaders get a feel of local colour

CLEAR skies and brilliantly col oured batik shirts brightened up the Apec
summ t at nosphere at Cyberjaya yesterday where 21 Pacific rimleaders
adj ourned for their customary retreat.

Handshakes and greetings were al so aplenty as Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wel coned each of his guests who started arriving at
8am extending the warmt h of Ml aysian hospitality to all, including US
Vi ce- Presi dent Al Core.

The | eaders sniled and appeared rel axed as they stood for the photograph
on the | awn of the Cyberview Lodge, in the mddle of an oil palm
pl antati on 40km sout h of Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir was dressed in pink batik, believed to be his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali's favourite colour. Gore was in red, and
Russian Prime M nister Yevgeny Prinmakov in yellow.

New Zeal and Prime M nister Jenny Shipley, the only wonan | eader at the
summ t, wore a sky bl ue kebaya, conplete with sel endang.

It has been a tradition at every Apec Economic Leaders' Meeting for
participating heads of state to be given clothing that reflects the
culture of their host country. At last year's summt in Vancouver, Canada,
they wore | eat her jackets.

The other | eaders were clad in shades of red, blue, purple, green and
yellow, creating a tasteful riot of colours that has cone to be a
trademark of typical Ml aysian wear.

The silk batik clothing was desi gned by Sharifah H shmah Shahabuddi n
who al so designed the silk batik shirts for |eaders at the GL5 sumit here
i n Novenber | ast year.

Shari fah H shmah, who's also a favourite batik shirtmker for the cream
of Malaysia's political and business conmunity, has said that the
pai nst aki ng, handpai nted desi gn on each shirt took between two and three
days to conpl ete.

The design thene: Ml aysia' s natural beauty and harnmony. The price tag:
RMb0OO for each shirt.

The | eaders' spouses neanwhile, will not | eave the Apec meeting enpty-
handed. They've al so been presented with small batik-clad dolls in nenory
of their time in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir had said that Cyberjaya was chosen for the retreat to
provide the | eaders with lush greenery and a scenic | andscape apart from
showcasi ng the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor.

Besi des Dr Mahathir and Shipley, the other | eaders at the retreat were
Australian Prinme Mnister John Howard, Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah,
Canada's Prime M nister Jean Chretien, Chile's President Eduardo Frei,

Chi nese President Jiang Zem n, Hong Kong, China, Chief Executive Tung Chee
Hwa, | ndonesia's President B.J. Habi bie;

Al so present were Japan's Prine M nister Keizo CGouchi; South Korean
Presi dent Ki m Dae-Jung; Mexi can President Ernesto Zedillo; Papua New
GQuinea's Prine Mnister Bill Skate; Philippines President Joseph Estrada;
Si ngapore's Prine M nister Goh Chok Tong; Chinese Taipei's representative
Dr Chi ang Pin-kung; Thai Prinme M nister Chuan Leekpai; US Vice-President
Al Core; Peru's President Al berto Fujinori; Russian Prine M nister Yevgeny
Pri makov; and Vietnam s Prinme M nister Phan Van Khai .

The | eaders started the day with a group photograph at the | odge's
pool si de.



They then proceeded to the mini-conference hall for their "retreat
meeting".
The neeting, lasting about six hours, culmnated with the reading of the
Apec Decl aration by Dr Mahathir, who is al so Apec chai rnman.
The | eaders then bade farewell to each other.
( END)
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