25 JUL 1998
Sanusi - Pr oj ect
LADA DECI DES TO SCRAP RM3. 2 MLN ROAD PROQJECT

LANGKAW , July 25 (Bernama) -- The Langkawi Devel opment Authority
(LADA) has decided to scrap the RMB.2 million road project |inking Padang
Gaong to Makam Mahsuri on the resort island.

LADA woul d i nstead undertake a project to deepen the nouth of Sunga
Pant ai Kok whi ch woul d benefit fishermen, the agency's joint-chairman Tan
Sri Sanusi Junid told reporters after chairing its board neeting here
t oday.

He said the road project was presented as a straight road at a recent
state executive council neeting, but he learnt that it was to be tabled as
a winding road at today's board neeting.

"W are not experts in road building but when we see the discrepancy we
shoul d get rid of the project after being wongly advised," he said.

Sanusi, who is Kedah Menteri Besar, said he was happy that LADA genera
manager Datuk Abdul Halil Miutalib also felt that the road was unnecessary.

Abdul Halil, when net later, said the road was originally proposed in
1996 but LADA deferred it because it was not inportant in the overal
devel opnent of the island.

Meanwhi | e, Sanusi said LADA planned to unveil a new tourism product
called "rent a beach" to revive poor tourist arrivals on the island.

It involves selecting several of the 99 surrounding islands and renting
their beachfront to tourists for famly or conpany activities. LADA will
provide facilities such as public toilets and jetties to |ink the beaches
to boats that will ferry tourists from Langkawi .

Sanusi sai d anot her programe bei ng consi dered was nountai n clinbing
exerci se where tourists could go rock clinmbing on the island s peaks.

He al so said that LADA woul d extend the road | eading to Gunung Raya, to
enable tourists to clinb the island s highest peak

On Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's recent statenent
that the country was enbarki ng on massive infrastructural devel opnent to
boost economic activities, Sanusi said Kedah would follow suit by building
more jetties and rel ated projects.

"I believe many investors will be attracted as the projects can bring
strong returns in the long-term" Sanusi said.

However, he declined to comrent when asked on the possiblity that the
Kedah governnent woul d now support the RM30 billion |and recl amati on
project for the proposed northern region international airport.

Sanusi al so announced that Abdul Halil had been appointed to head
LADA' s tender commttee to oversee approval s of tender allocations.
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