15/ 09/ 1998

Kuan Yew s book draws flak from Mal aysi a

JOHOR BARU, Mon. - Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu today refuted a
cl ai mby Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew t hat Ml aysi a had been
"bullying" the island by threatening to termnate its two water agreenents
with the republic.

Samy Vel lu said Mal aysia had no intention of repudiating its water
accords with Singapore which will end in 2011 and 2061.

"When Mal aysi a signs an agreenent with another country, we stand by it.
This claimby Lee is, therefore, totally unwarranted.

"Even Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has said that
Mal aysia will stick to its water agreements with Singapore. |f Singapore
feels threatened, they have been totally m sl ed.

"Mal aysia is not in the habit of bullying other countries. The reality
is that we are being bullied by others," he told reporters after opening
t he Medilink Pharmacy at the Johor M C buil di ng.

Sanmy Vel lu was comenting on a soon-to-be rel eased nmenoirs in which Lee
is quoted as saying that Mal aysia had used the water issue to bully and
t hreat en Si ngapore.

The Sunday Ti mes of Singapore published extracts fromthe nenoirs
yesterday, with a sidebar under the heading the "Tunku's water supply
threat".

Lee clained in the extract that Malaysia's first Prime Mnister Tunku
Abdul Rahman did not only push for Singapore's separation from Mal aysi a,
but had al so wanted to control Singapore through the supply of water from
Johor and by exerting other |evers of pressure.

Lee is also quoted as saying in the menmoirs that Tunku had told the then
Britain's H gh Comm ssioner in Kuala Lunmpur, Antony Head, that if
Si ngapore's foreign policy was prejudicial to Malaysia's interests,

Mal aysi a coul d al ways bring pressure to bear on the republic by
"threatening to turn off the water in Johor"

In Machang, Bernama reports Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Abdul Razak as sayi ng Mal aysi a had never used the water supply issue to
pressure Si ngapore.

He said it was Singapore which had dwelled on the issue until it was
unabl e to separate it fromother isues.

"We do not act hastily nor are we i nhuman but we want to safeguard
Mal aysia' s interests in everything that we do and negotiate with
Si ngapore,” he said.

Naj i b said Singapore should | ook at every problemrationally and realise
t hat nei ghbours nust have a good rel ati onship

Mal aysi a woul d not take hasty action against its neighbours, including
Si ngapor e.

"They should | ook at the wi der perspective and not just want to win al
the time. What is inportant is not to hurt its neighbours' feelings in any
matter that arises," Najib said.

He said the country's dignity could not be conprom sed in any action or
decision relating to i ssues rai sed by Singapore.

In Kuala Lunpur, Umo Youth views the Lee's nmenoirs and the tining of
its publication as an irresponsbile act and an attenpt to poison bilatera
rel ations.

Depl oring the soon-to-be-published book entitled Singapore Menoirs:
Menoi rs of Lee Kuan Yew, Umo Youth deputy chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun



Hussein said it was unbecom ng of a so-called Asean statesnan

"Umo Youth contends that on the basis of the excerpts serialised in the
Straits Tines yesterday, the book nerely reflects one man's highly
partisan i nterpretation of history.

"Selective in its use of sources and deeply biased in its argunents, the
book is nerely a tool for self-aggrandi sement,"” he said.

He said Lee's refusal to accept any responsibility for the events
| eading up to the separation of Singapore from Mal aysia reinforced these
skewed vi ewpoi nts and the sl andering of deceased Ml aysi an | eaders
reveal ed his total |ack of respect.

Wt hout doubt, the separation had proved to be a watershed, colouring
many aspects of the two countries' relations, but at this juncture it was
crucial for both to turn aside fromhistory and | ook to the future.

"Qur future lies in stressing our nmutual strengths and our underlying
simlarities," he added.

H shanmuddi n said Umo Youth encouraged all its divisions to do their
own research on the book and to i ssue a statenment based on that research.

Its International Affairs Council and the Johor Umo Youth al so proposed
that a di al ogue be held on the nenoirs and anot her book, A Monent of
Angui sh: Singapore in Ml aysia and the Politics of D sengagenent, by
Nati onal University of Singapore historian, Dr Al bert Lau.

Wani ta Unmmo permanent chairman Tan Sri Al shah Ghani said Lee's rash
statement in which he deliberately twisted the fact of history could
j eopardi se the already strained rel ati ons between Ml aysia and t he
Republi c.

It was irresponsible of Lee to use racial sentinment as a weapon to
di srupt the racial harnmony in the country.

"Lee's refusal to adnit the fact that Umo, as the pillar of Barisan
Nasi onal, was nore qualified to |l ead the country at the threshol d of
Merdeka clearly showed his refusal to accept the concept of collective
| eadership pronoted by the coalition

"His fervour in creating a meritocracy systemin the Republic clearly
portrayed his attitude in putting the interest of a sector of the society
ahead of the majority,"” she said.

Because of Lee's negative attitude, she said, Singapore has al ways
vi ewed Mal aysia as a potential threat, thus creating unnecessary tension
bet ween the two countries.

Lee's attitude, she added, was pronpted by his skewed belief that
Mal aysi a whi ch was | ed by the Mal ays was not conpatible with Singapore
whi ch was being | ed by the Chinese.

A historian, Prof Datuk Dr Khoo Kay Kimof Universiti Ml aya, cautioned
against rash intrepretation of historical fact as this could hurt the
sensitivity of many.

"Hi story should be used as a | esson to forge better political ties,
especi al | y between cl ose nei ghbouring countries as this can prevent the
recurrence of past m stakes," he added.

He said, as it is now, the relationship between Ml aysia and Si ngapore
was al ready strained and rash statenments conming froma veteran | eader in
the Republic would only worsen the situation.

He sai d such unfounded prejudice as displayed by Lee shoul d be
el i mnated and any contentious issue that cropped up should be resol ved
t hrough rati onal discussion
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