31/ 07/ 1998

Langkawi tourismto get boost with i nsurance congress

LANGKAW , Thurs. - This island haven, which is facing a decline in arrival
of local tourists because of econom c problens, will get a nuch needed
shot-in-the-armw th some 5,000 participants attending an i nternationa

i nsurance conference on Aug 8.

The three-day Second Worl dwi de Chi nese Life Insurance Congress at the
Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre is to be officiated by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Organi sing commttee chairman, Dr M cheal Chong said the convention has
attracted | eading Chinese life insurance industry personnel from China,
Tai wan, Hong Kong, United States, Japan, Thail and, Singapore, Brunei and
Mal aysi a.

Wth sone 5,000 del egates and anot her 2,000 fanmily nmenbers acconpanyi ng
them nopst hotels on the island have had full bookings for the period.

Dr Chong sai d response has been very good, exceedi ng the 3,000 people
who attended the inaugural congress in Tai peh two years ago.

Most of the participants are Chinese.

The thenme of the congress is "Vision" as anpong its objectives is to
identify the vast potentials ahead for the life insurance business.

He said about 20 top insurance agents, who formpart of the industry's
elite 500 worl dwi de - including Christina Young of the United States, and
al so notivators will address the gathering.

"The participants can learn new skills fromthese speakers and further
enhance their busi ness devel opnent, " he said.

Dr Chong said | MM managenent Sdn Bhd, which is organising the event,
sel ected Langkawi as the venue to enhance the island resort's inmage as an
i nternational tourismand conference centre.

"Many of those attending are owners of successful insurance conpanies
whi ch hol d annual gatherings for their staff overseas.

"Wth their presence, they will be able to see what the island has to
of fer and nay decide to send their enpl oyees here,"” he added.

Last year, a simlar nunber attended the Wirl d Hokki en Federati on
Convention hel d here.
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