07/ 12/ 1998

Leaders condemm Soros' interference

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Several |eaders today took to task currency trader
George Soros who called for the renpval of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. They have condemmed it as another instance of foreign
interference in Malaysia's internal affairs.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Zainal Rampak said George
Soros had no business to interfere in Malaysia's internal affairs.

"Who is he? I's he a Mal aysian citizen," he asked.

Zai nal said Ml aysi ans should "just ignore" Soros' comments.

"He is not the President or Prine Mnister of any country. W shoul d not
give any heed to what he has to say," Zainal added.

Recalling a neeting with a Russian del egate at the International Labour
Organi sation headquarters in Geneva, Zainal said: "My Russian friend told
me that while he was in a taxi in Mdscow, the driver had told himthat if
he was to see Soros on the street, he would knock hi mdown."

In Johor Baru, Deputy Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Affifudin Omar said the
actions of foreign agents were ained at thwarting the country's economc
recovery.

"I'n doing so these people and the countries they represent are going
agai nst the human rights issue that they are presently pursui ng under
their liberalisation policy.

"To be fair in the Iight of human rights, they should be giving a chance
for our country's economic recovery which concerns the well -being of
Mal aysi ans on the whole,” he told reporters after holding a di scussion
with Pul ai Umo nenbers here.

He said al though Mal aysia had not fully inplenented its econom c
recovery policy, judgnment was bei ng passed on the policy by people like
Soros, saying it was all wong.

In Klang, Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh
called on Mal aysians to stand united and ensure political stability so as
to prevent enenmies fromwi thin and outside to penetrate and dictate to the
country.

He said if Ml aysians were disunited, then it would be easy for
outsiders to penetrate and tell the people what to do, including deciding
who shoul d be the | eader of the country.

"We should not give roomfor this. W nust be in control of our own
country and make the decision as to who our |eaders should be," he said
when opening the new wi ng of the Klang and Coast Chik Sin Thong O d Fol ks
Hone t oday.

He said | eaders in Mal aysia were chosen through a denobcratic system and
those |ike currency trader George Soros who called for the ouster of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad should "go and fly kites".

In Shah Alam the Selangor Governnment will table a nmotion against United
States Vice-President Al Gore and currency trader George Soros for their
interference in Malaysia's internal affairs on Tuesday during the State
budget sessi on.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said the tabling of the
nmotion was to show that the people of Sel angor including Umo and Bari san
Nasi onal | eaders and nmenbers were unhappy with outsiders interfering in
Mal aysia's internal affairs.

"W do not want people like Soros to interfere in our political problens
as much as he or Al Gore do not want Mal aysians to interfere in their



affairs,"” he said.

In I poh, Ml aysian 4B Youth Myvenent president Datuk Mohd Ali Rustam
said Soros was kurang ajar (rude) and had no right to interfere in
Mal aysi a' s domestic affairs.

Conmenting on Soros's call to oust Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Mohd Ali said Soros was belittling Ml aysian denocracy and t hat
he wanted to denoralise the Ml aysi an peopl e.

He said if Soros wanted to play politics he could do so by beconi ng a
candidate in the US presidential election.

Mohd Ali al so said the Youth Movenent would be witing a letter to Soros
to counter his statement and to condemn his actions in manipul ati ng Asi an
currencies.

Speaking to reporters after flagging off participants at the Perak
Le' Tour Adventure Rally 1998, Mohd Ali said the postcard canpai gn was part
of the nmovenent's Patriotic Mal aysia Progranme to declare its support for
the Prime Mnister and its love for peace, unity and racial harnony.

Mohd Ali added that 10, 000 postcards had been printed and addressed to
the Prime Mnister's Departnment by the Ml aysian 4B Youth Movenent to
declare its support for the Prime Mnister and his | eadership.

The postcards would be distributed to nenbers of the noverment and t hey
woul d pen their support on the postcards before they were gathered and
presented to Dr Mahathir.

He said on Dec 20, a brief cerenony to receive the postcards woul d be
hel d at the Asian Youth Council prem ses at the Kuala Lunmpur City Centre.
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