21/ 07/ 1998

MB: State's growth hinges on skilled human resources

PENANG Mbon. - The Terengganu CGovernnent's efforts to attract nore
investors to the State and pronote econonmic growth i s dependent onits
human resource skills, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahnad sai d today.

He said rapi d physi cal devel opnent in the State woul d have no effect if
its workforce was not ready to neet industrial needs.

"Skills devel opment training is one way to address this i ssue, while
eradi cating poverty in the State," he said during a nenorandum of
under st andi ng si gni ng cer enony bet ween t he Ter engganu Ski | | s Devel opnent
Centre (Tesdec) and Universiti Sains Mal aysia at the USMmai n canpus in
M nden.

"We nmust first devel op the skills of our people. The buildings can wait
si nce machi nes cannot operate i f people are not trained to run them" he
added.

Wan Mokht ar sai d Tesdec, which was established a year ago, functioned as
askills training centre. It cantrain 1,500 personnel and currently
offers 20 short- and | ong-termcourses

"Courses of fered are to neet the needs of industry, particularly the
petrocheni cal sector. The State's projected human resources needs t ot al
58,416 peopl e by the year 2000," he added.

WAn Mokhtar al so said a RM30 nmillion Tesdec canmpus was being built on a
92- hectare site at Bandar Batu Marang.

"Once the canpus is conpl eted next year, all Tesdec courses now
conducted at different |ocations will be centralised."”

On a proposal to build a railway track fromKuantan to Kertih, Wan
Mokhtar said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad was expected to
make an annoucenent on the matter soon.

He said the rail Iink was needed to transport industrial goods and m ght
be financed by Petronas.

Today' s signi ng cerenony was attended by Tesdec executive chairman Dat uk
Dr Abdul Latiff Awang, USM vice-chancel |l or Datuk Professor |shak Tanbi
Kechi k, his deputy (research and devel oprment) Dat uk Professor Janj an
Raj i kan, USMregistrar Datuk Siti Mazenah Saat and Tesdec executive
chai rman Mazl an Ngah

The MoU signing, wi tnessed by Wan Mokhtar, was seal ed by Abdul Latiff on
behal f of Tesdec, while |Ishak represented USM

I shak said the MoU was for a three-year period initially where USMwoul d
assi st Tesdec in Plastics Technol ogy and Metal Machi ni ng cour ses.
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