08 JUN 1998
Mahat hi r - econony
LENGTHY DI SCUSSI ONS ON ECONOM C DOANTURN EXPECTED AT UMNO AGM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 8 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
toni ght the economic downturn is expected to be discussed at length at the
com ng Umo General Assenbly as some of the del egates are affected by the
sl owdown.

The Prime Mnister and Umo president said in fact he woul d be doing
injustice to the party and the nation if he hinself did not in his
presidential address tal k about the econom c probl ens.

"I"'mquite sure they (the del egates) are going to tal k about the
econom ¢ probl ens because sone of themare affected by the econonic
downturn... yes, I'"'mindicating to you that | will talk about econonic
probl emrs anbng other things," he told a press conference after chairing the
Umo Suprene Council neeting here.

VWhen asked to conment on the opposition's call for a roundtable talk
wi th the government on the current econom c problens, he said, "W don't
want to politicise this.™

Saying that he could not understand what the opposition really wanted
fromsuch tal ks, he added, "In fact the opposition has said that they wll
win nore seats with this (current econom c downturn affecting the nation)."

Dr Mahathir said that to the opposition the econom ¢ downturn was a
political issue, not an econom c one, and that it could benefit fromit.

"It's up to the people to assess whether it is proper to make use of
the country's misfortune..., " he said.

VWhen asked whet her issues such as corruption and nepoti smwould al so be
di scussed at the June 19-21 general assenbly, the party president said if
t he del egates wanted to di scuss those issues, they could not be stopped
from doi ng so
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