26 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Anwar
LET THE COURTS JUDGE ANWAR, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 26 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
called on Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinms supporters to let the courts judge the
fornmer deputy prime mnister in peace and w thout any pressure.

"After that, if he is found not guilty, don't worry, support (Anwar)
openly," the prime mnister told a news conference for the [ocal nedia at
his official residence, Sri Perdana, here.

"I want to advise themto allow the courts to decide whether the
charges agai nst Anwar are true or not. Do not disrupt the process of the
law in the country.

"I'f we disturb the judge, the judge will not be able to nete out
justice,"” he said.

Anwar was di sm ssed fromthe government and Umo early this nonth for
al | eged sexual m sconduct and arrested under the Internal Security Act |ast
Sunday.

Dr Mahathir said police initially had no intention to detain Anwar
under the | SA but had wanted to bring himto court early this week.

"Police initially planned to bring himto the ordinary court to be
charged and then rel eased pending tri al

"Unfortunately, he purposely held violent denmonstrations and had to be
det ai ned under the ISA. Wth that, the police could not bring himto court
this week," he said, referring to the sexual m sconduct charges agai nst
Anwar .

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home Mnister, said police also did not want
to act during the recent Conmonweal th Ganes here because they were busy
wi th the ganes.

"Anwar knows this and purposely took the opportunity (to cause riots)
so that he is not charged in court this week," he prine mnister said.

He said Anwar had pl anned to cause disturbances |ike those in Indonesia
so that his trial was postponed or not held at all

"He (Anwar) feels that if there are riots like those in Indonesia, the
government woul d not be able to admi nister properly...nmybe the rioting
woul d lead to | ooting and the government woul d have to step down or be
t oppl ed.

"I'f the governnent is toppled, as had happened to (Indonesia's)
President Suharto, there will be not trial at all and he (Anwar) will
escape just like that and his offences will not be exposed.

"This is what Anwar is doing to avoid being brought to trial," the
prime mnister said.

He said police had to be careful not to use force because if injuries
were inflicted while trying to disperse the denonstrators, the foreign
medi a woul d run down the country and Anwar woul d gain synpathy fromthe
wor | d.

"We are in a dilemma. W want to show that we are not a authoritarian
government. Actually we have sufficient laws to curb rioting but we don't
want to use them

"That is why we allowed Anwar to have the rally in Kota Baharu, to show
that we admi nister properly. But this appears to be ineffective and we have
to find ways to control such things because we know that if the country is
not peaceful, many parties want to capitalise on it." he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he had not invited the foreign nmedia to the
news conference because their reports had never contai ned any truth.



"Today | net representatives attending the Young Presidents
Organi sation conference. They said that before com ng here there were
suggestions that the situation in Ml aysia was bad and they had to cancel
their trip.

"But they had a shock because it is peaceful here and there is no
rioting," he said.

He said the foreign nedia had tried to run down Ml aysi a by portrayi ng
that there is no | onger any denocracy in the country and this mght |ater
be used by other countries as an issue to inmpose econom ¢ sancti ons on
Mal aysi a.

He said the foreign nedia had al so played up the situation in Ml aysia
by giving the inpression that there was rioting throughout the day until
visitors were afraid to cone to Kuala Lunpur.

They had also tried to garner world synpathy for Anwar by |ikening
Anwar's wi fe, Azizah Wan Ismail, to Myanmar's opposition | eader Aung San
Suu Kyi .

Dr Mahathir said he was very sad that Anwar had perfornmed very sinful
acts as a Muslim

"He had hoodwi nked not only ne but also the people all this while by
portraying hinmself as religious man when he was doi ng acts which are viewed
as despicable by Islamand the other comunities.™

Dr Mahathir regretted that there were Miuslinms who apparently held true
to Islam but who were prepared to defend people Iike Anwar to the extent of
lying in the nosque including claimng that Educati on M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak had resigned fromhis post.

"This is a lie. Datuk Najib has issued a statenent to say that it is
not true. This is a sacrilege to the nosque where we pray,"” he said.
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