22/ 06/ 1998

"Lists on projects and shares to di spel sinister suspicions

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the |ists of
beneficiaries of privatised projects and share all ocations were rel eased
not only to show the extent of their distribution but also to stop

si ni ster suspicions concerning them

The Prime Mnister, in his adjournment speech at the end of the Umo
general assenmbly yesterday, said he was sorry that one of the lists
contai ned the name of Umo Youth head Dat uk Ahrmad Zahid Ham di, who has
si nce expl ained the situation.

The lesson fromthis, Dr Mahathir added, was that such nmatters were
bound to rai se suspicions until an explanati on was gi ven.

Ahmad Zahi d, who was naned as a sharehol der in a project to redevel op
Kanmpung Haji Abdul | ah Hukumin Kual a Lunpur, had pointed out in his
wi ndi ng up speech yesterday that he was nmerely a trustee in the conpany
undert aki ng t he project.

The whol e point, Dr Mahathir said, was that it was easy for anyone to
cast aspersions until the truth was out.

The Prime Mnister said the allocation of shares and contracts was not
given to one or two conpanies, so there was no question of cronyismor
nepoti smbei ng practi sed.

Dr Mahathir said in his 17 years as Prinme Mnister, he would have nmade
every nenber of his famly very rich if he was to practi se nepotism

"Even when ny son was asked to contest in the general election, |I had
sai d no because he was not suitable and the candi dacy was given to sonmeone
el se.™

He said the issue of cronyismwas al ways harped on by foreigners who
woul d not accept the social engineering formula under the New Econom ¢
Policy.

"I chal |l enge anyone to cone forward and tell ne whether there is any
ot her country whi ch has such soci al engi neering programes that benefit a
| arge cross section of the people,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said it had to be accepted that the NEP had created Ml ay
mllionaires but these people should not be scorned with jeal ousy because
they too play their part in enhancing the econony.

He al so said he was relieved that his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
had explicitly declared his allegiance and loyalty to himas Umo
presi dent.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that Anwar's pledge would put an end to talk of their
di fferences which at tines "hurt his ears".

"I"'mvery pl eased because after listening to the deputy president's
speech, just like all of you | adies and gentlenen, | feel relieved with
his declaration of loyalty to me not as Mahathir but as party president."

Anwar had, in his speech earlier, reiterated his loyalty to the party
president and told the assenbly how cl osely they were worki ng together.

Dr Mahathir said |ikew se when vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said he supported Anwar in his w nding-up speech, the latter had
whi spered to himthat he (Anwar) was relieved.

To this Dr Mahathir said (as he told Anwar) there were no permanent
friends or foes in politics.

The Prime Mnister also said he took a serious view of the perfornance
of his mnisters and the day-to-day running of their mnistries.

He said he regularly makes his rounds through the streets of Kual a



Lunpur to see for hinmself the situation on the ground and woul d jot down
things that needed to be brought up during the weekly Cabi net neeti ngs.

"M nisters woul d shiver each tinme | take out my notebook during the
meetings. But that's what | want - for nministers to have a hands-on
approach.”

Later, at a Press conference at the end of the assenbly, Dr Mahat hir was
asked whet her any action woul d be taken agai nst Zahid for not using
of ficial channels to express his grouses and di ssati sfaction.

The Umo president said there will not be any action.

Asked whet her he "could forgive" Zahid, Dr Mahathir said it was not a
question of forgiving because in the party, everyone was aware of their
role.

"That's why | nmade nmy clarification. W feel that it could be because he
is newin the supreme council and does not fully understand the use of the
counci | ."

Asked whether all this had damaged the i mage of Ummo Youth, he said as
|l ong as the novenent was aware that there were other ways to express any
di ssatisfaction, its i nage woul d not be danaged.

( END)
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