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Local firms must be smarter, nore self-reliant, says PM

Vendy Lim

IN the current econom c circunstances, Ml aysi an conpani es shoul d be
smarter and nore self-reliant especially with regard to technol ogy so as
to be able to conpete effectively, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad says.

Thi s means that Mal aysia should i nprove its home-grown technol ogy to
manuf acture high quality products for the |ocal as well as export markets,
he sai d.

"The inmportation of technol ogies, which is often the easiest way to
obtai n technol ogy, should be reduced," Dr Mahathir said when | aunchi ng the
Mal aysi an Advanced Sci ence, Technol ogy, Engi neering and Research Centre
(MASTERCentre) at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysia (TPM, near Kual a Lunpur.

The centre, a 1,400 sq mfacility, houses a prototype and production
department, and a robotics and fl exi bl e manufacturing system| aboratory.

The | aboratory, equipped with 17 robots, seven robo-machi nes and an
automat ed factory set-up for training purposes, is the nost advanced of
its kind in the country.

The Prinme M nister said through the devel opnment and manuf act uri ng of
quality products, Malaysia will be able to i nprove upon its current
position as the world's 16th | argest exporter.

Local conpani es shoul d be nore innovative and develop truly Ml aysi an
products, initially by quickly absorbing foreign technol ogi es and then
progressing frommere assenbly operations to full-fledged nmanufacturing
outfits, he said.

For exanple, although Malaysia is the |argest maker of air-conditioners
inthe world, they are still nostly nmanufactured under the brand nanes of
mul ti nati onal conpani es.

"The new robotics facility should therefore be used extensively in
trai ni ng, conmponent and product manufacturing, research, invention and
product devel opnent to inprove quality and productivity.

"W nust have confidence in ourselves,"” he said, adding that the
Governnent will give priority to ventures geared towards the devel opnent
and manuf acture of Ml aysi an products.

Cooperati on between TPM and | ocal industries, together with other
simlar efforts, will help generate a growi ng pool of know edge workers
and transform Mal aysia into a "smart production centre”, Dr Mahathir
added.

In the process, the dependence on expensive foreign conmponents and
preci sion high-technology child parts will be reduced, he said.

The Prime M nister |ater also | aunched Teknos Sdn Bhd, a joint venture
bet ween TKM and UK- based Sci pher Ltd to nmanufacture and nar ket Vi deonet
transport communi cation systens, as well as two new tenants of the park -
Net card Corp Sdn Bhd and Pol ytron Resources Sdn Bhd.

Netcard is involved in information publishing, virtual retail marketing
and provision of Internet access, while Pol ytron Resources specialises in
ener gy-savi ng el ectroni c ball ast products for governnent offices.

Asked for his views on the weapons inspection deal clinched by UN
Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan in Baghdad on Monday, Dr Mahathir said: "I
hope that certain parties will accept what Annan did."

He was apparently referring to the US and, its strongest ally in the
dispute, Britain, which had threatened to use mlitary force to end the
st andof f over access for UN arns inspectors to sites suspected of hol di ng



chem cal or bi ol ogi cal weapons.
On whet her he expected the threat to attack Iraqg will now be wi thdrawn,

he said: "I think the threats will continue. This is nmy opinion... | may
be wong."
The sane goes for the sanctions. "I hope they will be lifted... but |

feel there will be excuses to continue with them"

On the G oup of Seven (G 7) neeting in London at the weekend, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Mal aysia would want the G 7 countries, including Japan, to
do nore to help Asia, "but I amnot hopeful."

Anal ysts had slamred the neeting for its |ack of concrete action and
singl ed out Japan for not doing enough to help its nei ghbours out of
financial straits.

Meanwhi | e, TPM chai rman Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul said about 100 conpani es
have indicated interest in taking up spaces in the yet-to-be devel oped
Phase Il of the park which already plays host to 83 conpani es.

TPM set up 18 nonths ago, will also be calling for tenders for the
devel opnent of Phase 111, envisaged to include bio-technol ogy and sports
medi cine facilities.
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