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“Local nedia asked to counter negative reports

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prine Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has asked the | ocal media to counter negative reports on
the country by the foreign nmedia and through the Internet, Umo secretary-
general Datuk Seri Sabbaruddin Chik said today.

Sabbaruddin said the Prime Mnister said this at the party Suprene
Counci| meeting | ast night which al so di scussed steps to be taken by Umo
to counter the slander spread by certain quarters of about some Umo
| eaders.

However, apart fromusing the local nedia, he did not want to nention
the strategy to counter negative reporting.

“"I'f we tell you the strategy, then it will not be strategy any nore,"
Sabbaruddin told reporters after officiating at the Ml aysian Tourism
Board Quality Day at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Sabbaruddin who is also the Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister said
reporting, especially on political devel opnent, had affected tourism as
i ndi cated by | ow hotel occupancy.

He bl amed this on, anobng others, coverage by channels Iike CNN and CNBC
whi ch had aired stories on street denobnstrations as if they happened
everyday.

"Continued coverage of the Coxsacki e outbreak and haze problens (I ast
year and early this year) had caused the nunber of tourists entering
Mal aysia to drop by sone 50 per cent in January and February.

"I't was not until April that the nunber of tourists picked up again to
of fset the | oss of the previous nmonths," he said.

Earlier, Malaysia Touri smBoard director-general Datuk Dr Arshad Hashi m
in his Quality Day speech al so touched on the foreign nedia s report on
t he Coxsacki e and haze probl em

Touchi ng on the economic problem he said although it had nade Ml aysi a
cheaper to visit, the country had to contend with nei ghbours whose
currenci es were al so deval ued and thus had al so becone cheaper to visit.

The function also saw 86 MIB staff receiving awards for |ong service and
three contractors receiving prizes for their contribution to tourism

Twenty staff were given the excellence service award whi ch cones al ong
with a salary increase.

Ni ne received horizontal salary increments while 13 received vertica
i ncrenents.
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