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LOCAL MEDI A TOLD NOT TO | M TATE REPORTI NG STYLE OF THE WESTERN PRESS

BANG , July 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today that the |ocal nedia need not imtate the reporting
style of the Western press.

He said that the Western nedia coverage was nore inclined towards
attracting readers without any consideration to inplications on society.

"In the West, there are news reports witten wi thout any consideration
to norality and inplications on society but only to make the witers well
known and the newspapers popul ar

"Many newpapers in the West sensationalise stories with el enents of sex
and vi ol ence,” he said when opening "Sri U usan”, the new ultra-noden
printing conmplex of Utusan Mel ayu (Ml aysi a) Berhad here.

Dr Mahathir said that unfortunately the | ocal nedia seened to be
i nfluenced by them

The Prime Mnister said there was no doubt that the press had a very
strong i nfluence on society.

However, he said, sone newspapers abused this for certain reasons to
the extent that their role was defeated and the society ended up in chaos.

"Actually, we need not imtate others because they (the Wst) are
devel oped and chaos will not destroy their nation," he said.

"Instead, as a devel opi ng country, Ml aysia needs everyone's efforts to
ensure progress in the country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the press in the country could use their power
and influence to benefit the country.

He said that the inclination to wite reports which were unfounded
woul d only tarnish the i mage of the country.

"W don't want the country to be covering up events that really
happened but coverage should al so be bal anced with news reports that can
project the inmage of the country,” he said.

He said that the local nedia tend to wite negative reports on the
country but seenmed disinterested to do so with regards to other countries
where there were even worse happeni ngs.

"I'n actual fact, what happened in other countries were often worse than
in ours. But since we were the ones to underm ne our own country we are
easily deceived by reports that we read and we feel that we are not so
good, we are at fault and so on," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia was al so a devel oped country which was
pur sui ng greater progress.

He said that if the society was divided and there were problens in the
country, devel opnent efforts would be retarded

Dr Mahathir said that in future, training to cadet reporters should
focus on their responsibility to society besides making a nanme for
t hensel ves.

He said that an approach adopted based on the Western style of exposing
certain things would certainly sell the papers but would not benefit the
country.

Focusi ng on such things would not hel p devel op the nation, he said.

Dr Mahathir, escorted by the U usan G oup executive chairman, Tan Sri
Kamarul Ariffin, later toured the RML10 mllion conmplex covering 18,832 sgm

It is equipped with the |atest technology and is capable of printing
70, 000 copi es per hour

The opening of the conplex is in conjunction with the conpany's 60th



anni versary cel ebrati ons.

Asked by reporters later on the tendency of the nmedia to publish
negative reports, Dr Mahathir said that fromhis observation the | ocal
press often seek unfavourable news to report.

"That is ny observation. | may be wong in ny observation but | found
that we are always seeking for something unfavourable in the country to
report and as such Mal aysians feel inferior while others are better whereas
sometines others are even worse but we do not report them" he said.

Dr Mahathir however said that not all of themwere inclined that way
but it was nore obvi ous now conpared to previously.

"It seens now when we say sonething positive about the governnent, we
are commtting a crine. So to be credible, you nmust constantly condemn the
government, condemm the establishnent and the country al so," he said.
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