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Mahat hi r-Justi ce
LOOK AT YOURSELVES BEFORE ACCUSI NG MALAYSI A, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA Kl NABALU, Nov 27 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
criticised those who tried to interfere in the country's adm nistration
when they thensel ves are not exenpl ary.

"This kind of people had the cheek to accuse us of being undenocratic.
By right, they should | ook at thenselves in the mrror because it will then
show who is fair and who is not," the Prine Mnister said.

He said these people resorted to accusing the governnent of being
undenocratic out of frustration on seeing that their "friend" in the
country suddenly could no | onger be a | eader because of other matters.

"So they came to Malaysia to criticise us for supposedly being
undenocratic and the like. Actually, they were frustrated because the
puppet they had cultivated and groonmed to be a | eader suddenly is no | onger
a | eader," he said.

The actions of such people were inappropriate, he said when addressing
some 5,000 people at a Barisan Nasional (BN) Youth gathering at the Likas
Sports Conpl ex here.

United States Vice-President Al Core sparked an outrage when he
descri bed supporters of the anti-government reform novenent as the "brave
peopl e of Mal aysi a" whil e addressing an Apec busi ness di nner in Kual a
Lunpur recently.

"Qurs is an independent and sovereign country with integrity, and we
ourselves will determ ne our fate...The country's devel opnent is our own
responsi bility and whet her we succeed or not is our business.

"They thenselves are not that efficient, not that they are free from
corruption, they are also big cheats,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said these people had al so alleged that the
country's judicial process was not good, but when they thensel ves committed
of fences like "receiving noney during el ections", the prosecutor who is
their friend decided not to proceed with investigations.

An AFP report yesterday said that US Attorney-Ceneral Janet Reno
announced on Tuesday she will not open a special probe into whether Core
broke the | aw while raising funds for the 1996 el ecti on canpai gn

"This is the type of people who had the audacity to cone to our country
and say that our systemof justice is one-sided, when (what was happening
in) their country clearly showed that if sonething happened to their
friend, they will free that person of the charges,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in Ml aysia people alleged to have conmtted
of fences were charged in court even if they were | eaders of the ruling
party.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok reaffirned
support for the econom c recovery neasures taken by the governnent, and
slammed Gore for neddling in the country's affairs.

"We regret that there are foreign | eaders who claimto chanpion a cause
and openly pl edge support for a handful of rioters in the federal capital

"Fortunately, Ml aysians have a tradition of |oving peace, harnony and
unity. Malaysia is lucky to have friendly people who hate viol ence," he
sai d.

He was confident that the isol ated denonstrations in Kuala Lunmpur woul d
not spread to Sabah al t hough sone people in the state were not thankful for
t he peace they are enjoying.

"As the chief executive of the Sabah governnent, | urge all Mal aysi ans



in Sabah to prove that Ml aysi ans are capable of facing any chall enges,” he
sai d.

BN Youth acting chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the novenent
was determned to hel p the governnent tackle any chall enges.

He said al though nost of the nmovenent's nmenbers were born after
i ndependence, they were just as determ ned to oppose any effort to inpose
new forns of colonialismon the country.
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