26/ 06/ 1998
Lotus to make 4WD vehicl es, bicycles

P. Selvarani in London

GROUP Lotus, the renowned British sports car maker in which Proton now has
an 80 per cent stake, is to venture into the production of four-wheel
drive sporting vehicles and racing bicycl es.

A report in the Financial Tines yesterday said the nove to venture into
t he production of other sports vehicles was spurred by DRB-H conls nove to
increase its stake from63.5 per cent to 80 per cent |ast |ast nonth.

The report quoted G oup Lotus new managi ng director Chris Knight saying
that he has initiated a review of Lotus business activities to decide the
ki nd of vehicles to produce - nore cars and with greater variety.

For a start, the review would ook into the possibility of nmanufacturing
sports utility vehicles and racing bicycles. The review is expected to be
conpl eted i n August.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had perforned the ground-
breaki ng cerenony for the centre which was initially designed to be a
devel opnent centre for Proton

It will now undertake engi neering devel opnent work for other vehicle
makers as well, including General Motors.
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