01/10/1998

PM Action to be taken if assault allegations are true

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said action woul d be
taken agai nst the police personnel concerned if Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims
al l egations that he was assaulted were found to be true.

One day after the police said that they woul d conduct full investigation
into the allegations, the Prine Mnister said that the Governnent woul d
not tol erate any unlawful police action.

He firmy said that a full inquiry would be conducted into the forner
Deputy Prinme Mnister's assault allegations while under detention.

Dr Mahathir said: "The police cannot harmtheir detainees in the course
of their interrogation. W can't accept this and we wi |l undertake ful
i nvestigations.

"Even though others may think that this was done by the police, we can't
put the blane on them before we conduct a full probe into the matter," he
added.

Dr Mahathir said this at a Press conference in his office in response to
Anwar's al l egations in the Sessions Court yesterday.

The Prime M nister said the matter shoul d not disrupt the court process
agai nst his forner deputy who was charged yesterday on nine counts nanely
five counts of corruption and four of sexual inproprieties. Another charge
on sexual inpropriety, the tenth, was preferred in the magistrate's court
t oday.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister on Sept 2
and expelled fromUmo the follow ng day.

Anwar, showi ng a bruised left eye when he appeared in public for the
first tinme since his detention on Sept 20, told the court that he was
punched and sl apped by the police until his left eye bruised, his nose
bled and his lips got cut.

Anwar | ed an illegal procession fromthe National Msque here on Sept 20
to the Dataran Merdeka. He was later arrested under the Internal Security
Act for threatening national security.

Dr Mahathir said: "We will definitely investigate. If the investigations
show that the police harmed him (Anwar), action will be taken. This matter
shoul d not affect the due process of |aw where Anwar i s answering charges
incourt.”

He said the Attorney-General had ordered an inquiry into Anwar's
allegations and it would be carried out by a special teamof police
of ficers not connected with the Special Branch to ensure the teanis
i ndependence.

Asked how i ndependent woul d the investigations be, Dr Mahathir said the
pol i cenen carrying out the inquiry are professionals and would want to
prove their professionalism

The Prime Mnister said he failed to see how the police would benefit
fromhurting Anwar, especially when they were not expecting a confession
because he was to be charged in court.

However, "we realise that Anwar seened injured and we need to know why,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

Asked whether the police had hurt Anwar because he had provoked nenbers
of the teaminvestigating his case, Dr Mahathir said the possibility was
there as Anwar hinself had tried to cause a split in the police force.

When suggested that the teaminvestigating Anwar's case disqualify
thensel ves following his allegations yesterday, Dr Mahathir said: "In the



first place, we have to first determine who is responsi ble. How can we
change (the investigating teanm) unl ess we know who or what was i nvol ved.
"But if you want to change en masse, then you are penalising people who
are probably innocent. So, this inquiry is the first phase of the process
to determ ne who's responsible, if indeed there is soneone..."
( END)
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