10 AUG 1998

MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH VI SI ONARY VI LLAGE PROGRAMVE | N KELANTAN

SEREMBAN, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad wi Il [aunch the 600 villages participating in the Gerakan Desa
Wawasan, a visionary village programre, at Kanpung Chengal in Kadok
Kel antan on Aug 22.

Rural Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa said sonme 2,000 vill ages
had thus far participated in the progranme ainmed at creating visionary
vil | ages.

At least 3,000 villages are expected to join in the programe by end of
the year 2000, he told reporters after visiting Kanpung Pel egong, a
visionary village, in Labu, near here, today.

Through the programme, rural areas could be devel oped integratedly as
it involved the participation of locals to carry out village devel opnment
activities, he said.

He said the governnent would provide allocations for the villages to
buy conputers and to subscribe to Internet facilities.

Conput er courses would al so be given to Vill age Devel opnent and
Security Committee chairnmen and nmenbers, he added.
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