14 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - BN
MAHATH R WANTS FULL COOPERATI ON OF THE SABAH BARI SAN NAS| ONAL

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today call ed on Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties in
Sabah to forge cl oser cooperation and set aside other interests to ensure
the BN victory in the next state el ection.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS)
headed by Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok had a vita
responsibility in ensuring a victory for the BN

"Make BN a success because the BN s success is our party's success and
our party's success is the success of our race and our own success.

"l am confident that the PDS will continue to strive based on the BN
principles to make a success of the BN in Sabah especially in the next
el ection,” he said when addressing del egates to the Fourth PDS Congress
here.

Dr Mahathir said that the BN conponent parties in Sabah shoul d give
priority to the BN s struggles over their own or their party's interests.

He rem nded the Sabah BN conponent parties not to strive only in
pursuit of positions in the governnment or party.

"Qur struggles are for the sake of the people. W are in the party for
a nobl e cause. The BN exi sts because we have big anbitions to turn our
country into a devel oped nation by 2020," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the BN could win any election if the conmponent
parties were united.

He said that nmenbers of the BN conponent parties should not give into
sentinments and refrain fromsupporting the BN candi dates whom t hey
di sapprove.

"Qur sentiments are not inportant and we have to ensure that the BN
candidate will win based on the nunber of votes and the break down of the
votes according to the various races.

"If we were to give in to sentinments, we will lose,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that |eaders of political parties appointed as
m ni sters should strive to ensure the interest and welfare of the people
who voted for themand the BN

"We do not becone ministers because our ancestors were nministers or to
drive a Mercedes Benz or to lead a life of luxury. W have to live up to
t he expectation of the people,” he said.

The prime mnister expressed regret that Sabah was | aggi ng behind the
other states in terms of the pace of econom c devel opnent.

This, he said, was due to the attitude of the | eaders of the opposition
party headi ng the previous governnment which only had differences with the
federal governnent.

"All they did was to vent their anger towards the federal governnent.
As such, the people of Sabah have suffered,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that when he visited Sabah after the state was
returned to the BN in the last state election in 1994, he found that there
was i nadequate water supply to the people and some roads had no lights.

"The situation did not truly reflect Malaysia," he said.

The prime mnister gave an assurance that the BN governnent woul d
enl arge the nation's econom c cake so that a |arger chunk could be enjoyed
by the haves-not.

He said that the governnent would al so protect the interest of the
weal t hy and busi nessnmen because the taxes collected fromthemwere utilised



to devel op the country and carry out social activities.

Among those present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned Ali and BN
secretary-general Datuk Mhamed Rahnmat.

After the function, Dr Mahathir who is Umo president, attended a
cl osed-door neeting with state Umo | eaders.

Al so present at the nmeeting was former Deputy Prine M nister Tun Ghafar
Baba.
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