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MAHATHI R- GOH MEETI NG A TI NY STEP FORWARD | N Bl LATERAL TIES- ST

SINGAPORE, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- The resunption of tal ks between the prine
m ni sters of Ml aysia and Singapore in Kuala Lunpur |ast Thursday was
described by the Straits Tines (ST) as a "tiny step forward® and offers a
gli mer of hope that bilateral ties could inprove.

However, real efforts and conmtnment were required and nothi ng shoul d
be taken for granted, the pro-governnent newspaper said in it editorial
t oday.

"Let there be no m sunderstandi ng about this. The harsh economc
realities denonstrate, yet again, that cooperation between two cl ose
nei ghbours is a far better option than an adversarial relationship.”

"If there is anything to learn fromthe economc crisis, it is that it
hel ps to concentrate m nds on what works, and what does not, between
nei ghbours. Not hi ng shoul d be taken for granted,” said the editorial

The | atest neeting between Mal aysia's Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
and hi s Singaporean counterpart Goh Chok Tong was their fifth this year
after a long break since April during which bilateral ties had soured over
several issues.

On Goh's pronmise to help raise funds for Mal aysia, the ST editorial
said that experience had shown that there was a long way to go before there
could be any agreenent.

It said Singapore nust be certain of two critical points. Firstly,
there nust be no anbiguity about any pact that is to be hanmrered out and
secondl y, Singaporeans want to be convinced that whatever ampunt of their
nmoney that is being invested in Malaysia is spent purposefully and w sely.

"Under no circunstances nmust there be any repeat of the problens that
cropped up after the Points of Agreenment (POA) on Mal ayan Railway | and was
signed,"” it said of the POA which centred on the devel opnent of railway
| and owned by the Mal aysi an gover nnent here.

The two countries have differed on the intepretation of the POA that
was signed in 1990 between then Singapore Prime Mnister Lee Kuan Yew and
then Mal aysia's Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

The editorial hoped that the neeting between Dr Mahathir and Goh coul d
provide a fresh start to resolving the di spute and nove on

"The truth is that both countries have much to gain fromcl ose
cooperati on based on the cl ear acceptance of each other as soverei gn and

equal . It makes better sense than carrying on as nei ghbours - a geographic
reality neither can change - |ocked in perpetual squabble,” it concl uded.
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