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Mahat hir: Step up research and devel opment

Sreerema Banoo

MALAYSI A can save a | ot of nobney which currently goes to paying royalties
for inported technol ogi es by stepping up research and devel opnent,
particularly applied research, says Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohaned.

Investing inresearch will in the long run reduce the outfl ow of funds
and boost econom c recovery as the royalties paid by Mal aysia for inported
technol ogi es yearly is very high, he said |ast night.

"This is of course a drain on our foreign exchange earnings," he said,
noting that inthe current circunstances the country canill afford the
outfl ow.

"We shoul d therefore devel op our own technol ogy and engi neeri ng
capabilities. It will not only reduce the cost of technol ogy but we may
even be able to export it to reverse the flow of royalties paid.

"Mal aysia woul d do wel | to spend noney on research, especially applied
research. The econom c recovery can be speeded up and we may energe from
the turnmoil stronger," he said at the Acadeny of Sci ences Annual Dinner in
Kual a Lunpur.

There are anpl e opportunities for applied research, Dr Mahat hir said.
Whil e the original discovery may have come fromanot her country, the
application of the results can be done in the devel opi ng countri es.

The Prime M nister said that applied research may al so be costly, but
the opportunities to capitalise onthe original research to devel op | ow
cost applications are unlinited.

Merely by nodi fying applications devel oped el sewhere to suit |oca
condi ti ons, numerous patents can be devel oped, he said.

"Al though royalty may have to be paid for the original research, at
| east there will be ownership of |ocal applied research results,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

However, thanks to gl obalisation, devel opi ng countries have been | osi ng
some of their best brains.

"Since poor countries have neither the costly | aboratories nor the
ability to of fer good pay, they have been | osing their researchers to the
ri cher countries.”

Consequent |y, the poor countries have actually to pay for the results of
research carried out by their own nationals in other countries, he said.

The Prime M nister noted that while pressure has been exerted for the
openi ng of econom es and markets, no such effort is made in science and
t echnol ogy.

"Infact intellectual property protection is greater today than at any
time in history.

"The machi nery of the internati onal and powerful national institutions
are nmobilised to protect intellectual property rights as never before," he
sai d.

Wiy this hei ghtened protection and why are the markets of poor countries
not accorded the sanme treatnent, Dr Mhat hir asked.

The Government, he reiterated, remains conmitted towards pronoting
sci ence, engi neering and technology. It is encouraged by t he successes
achi eved by Ml aysi an scientists over the years, he said, adding it goes
to show that Mal aysi a has capabl e scienti sts and researchers.

The Prime M nister, who al so presented certificates to the acadeny's new
fell ows, then chall enged t he Mal aysi an scientific community to produce a



Nobel | aureate by the year 2020.
Anong those naned fellows for 1998 are founder-president of the
Envi ronnent al Managenent and Research Associ ati on of Malaysia Ir
K. Kurar asi vam vi ce- presi dent of M nos Bhd Dr Mohamed Awang Lah and Porim
Director-Ceneral Datuk Dr Yusof Basiron.
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