23 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r - Adm ni strati on
MAHATHI R DENI ES CURRENT ECONOM C PROBLEM DUE TO | NEFFI Cl ENCY

JITRA, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday deni ed clai ns by devel oped countries that the current
econom ¢ problem faced by Mal aysia was due to inefficiency of the country's
admi ni stration.

He said that actually devel oped countries concerned were experiencing
far worst admi nistrative inefficiency than Ml aysi a.

The truth was the problens of corruption, favouritism budget deficit,
poverty and unenpl oynent were worse in sone of these countries than in
Mal aysi a, he said.

"The reason given that the depreciation of the currency was due poor
government was not hi ng but excuses,” he said when openi ng the new buil di ng
of Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) here.

He said those who profited fromthe depreciation of Ml aysian currency
were responsi bl e for naking the poor nore poor in this country.

He said there were corruption in the country but it was not as bad as
in sone countries in the west to the extend of jeopardi sing national
devel opnent .

"There are elected representatives in devel oped countries demandi ng
nmoney fromthe people in order to bring their problemin Parlianment," he
sai d.

On favouritism Dr Mihathir said they clainmed there was no such thing
but Mal aysia knew that they were doing it.

For exanple, he said a | eader from devel oped country wote to him
asking that a conpany fromhis country be awared the governnent's contract.
Dr Mahathir said actually devel oped countries were experiencing nore
financial problemthat Ml aysia with some of themrecordi ng budget deficit

of US$5 trillion (RML7 trillion).

He said condition in devel oped countries were worse than in Ml aysi a
where sone people slept on the road and on benches, sonme even died due to
the col d.

In Mal aysi a, he said the poor now accounted about seven per cent of the
popul ati on conpared to about 50 per cent in 1970.

The governnment was al ways | ooking after the welfare of the poor,
enhanci ng their standard of living through programes such as the
Devel opnent of the Hardcore Poor which provided them housing, he said.

In Europe, he said 20 per cent of the popul ati on were unenpl oyed and
depended on government's assistance while in Ml aysia, it was full
enpl oyenent and even had to bring in another 1.7 nmillion foreign workers to
nmeet | abour short age.

Dr Mahathir invited the people to conpared progress nade under the
colonial rule and under the present adm nistration since gaining
i ndependence 41 years ago.

Mal aysi a, he said he nmade extraordi nary progress during these years
wi t hout financial support and expertise from devel oped countri es.

"Rarely did we seek assistance fromforeign expertise. W trained our
own people until they were capable of achieving the progress we now enjoy,"
he said.

He said the governnent would not allow the country to be col onialised
again in whatever fornmns.

Fol |l owi ng the depreciation of the ringgit, he said there were attenpts
to incite the people to change the country's | eadership.



He said the people nmust be wary of such attenpts by those who initially
wanted to control the country's econony and then interferring in national
politics. --BERNAVA
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