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MAHATHI R SAYS ASEAN SUWM T | S BETTER THAN APEC

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

HANO , Dec 17 (Bernamm) -- Describing the just-concluded Sixth Asean
Sunmit here as better than last nmonth's APEC neeting in Kuala Lunpur, Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad expressed satisfaction with the
out come of the Hanoi summit which di scussed positive and practical matters
t hat everyone could carry out.

"In a way, it's even better than the APEC neeting in term of decision
maki ng and the possibility of follow ng-up,” he told a news conference
before | eaving the Vi etnanese capital after attending the two-day summt
whi ch ended yest erday.

VWhen asked whet her nmeasures adopted at the Asean summit here were
adequate to pull the region out of its econom c woes, Dr Mahathir said he
did not know whether they were adequate or not but a |ot of progress had
been nade.

"And certainly there are new i npl ement abl e i deas whi ch have been
proposed and we think that fromnowon it's going to be a very busy tine
for Asean," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said the three Asean dial ogue partners -- China, South
Korea and Japan -- seened to believe that there should be greater
cooperati on between North East Asia and South East Asia.

The three countries also attended the sunmt for dialogue with Asean
| eaders.

VWhen asked why the neeting between Asean and the three dial ogue
partners was not called the East Asia Econom ¢ Caucus (EAEC), Dr Mahathir

said: "You can call it what ever you like but the main thing is we get
t oget her. ™

Both sides al so believed that they should nmeet on a very regularly
basis involving all levels like senior officials, intellectuals, experts
and mnisters, the prine nnister added.
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