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Mahat hi r - Kosovo
MAHATH R WARNS OF CATASTROPHE | N KOSOVO

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has warned that continued aggressi veness and bel | i gerence
of the Serbian | eadership in Belgrade can lead to a "col ossal catastrophe”
i n Kosovo and the whol e of the Bal kans.

It would be a shane if the world allowed the situation in Kosovo to
deteriorate further until it becane another Bosni a- Herzegovi na, he said.

Dr Mahathir's rem nder was contai ned in a programe booklet of the
"Consul tati on on Kosovo" forum opened by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m here today.

More than 200 di pl omats, politicians, academ cians, social activists
and students are attending the two-day forumheld at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

"What ever the nerits or denerits of the struggle of the Al banians who
constitute 90 per cent of the popul ation of Kosovo, the response of the
Ser bi an | eadership has evoked the ire of the world,"” Dr Mhathir said.

Parties including the European Union, the O ganisation of Islanc
Conference (O C) and the United Nations Security Council had all denanded
that the Serbian | eadership end the violence in Kosovo and start a di al ogue
with the legitimate | eaders of the province, he said.

"As a denocratic, multi-ethnic nation comitted to the peaceful
resolution of conflicts, Malaysia is also of the view that dial ogue and
negoti ati ons are the nost efficaci ous channels for defusing ethnic
tensions,” Dr Mhathir said.

In comendi ng the International Myvenment for a Just Wrld (Just) and
the Institute for Policy Research (1 KD) for organising the forum Dr
Mahathir said it would enable citizens' groups in this part of the world to
voi ce their concern about current events in the Bal kans.

He said citizens and governnents all over the world should cone
toget her and speak up with one voice to avert yet another tragedy, this
time in Kosovo.

The province was the scene of a recent crackdown by Yugoslav police
agai nst all eged separatists in which some 80 people were killed. -- BERNAMVA
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