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Mahat hi r - Econony
MAHATHI R: RACI AL | SSUES BEI NG EXPLO TED TO SUPPRESS ECONOWY

PULAU PI NANG, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
toni ght external forces were exploiting racial issues to further suppress
Mal aysi @' s econony after having attacked the ringgit and the stock narket.

The Prime Mnister said they were trying to pit one race agai nst
anot her to destabilise the country.

By doi ng so, they hoped to scare away investors fromcomng to
Mal aysi a, thus jeopardising efforts to stimulate the econony, he said when
speaki ng at a neet-the-people gathering at the Pulau Pinang Internationa
Sports Arena.

In this regard, he urged the people to remain united to hel p government
efforts to revive the econony and achi eve objectives of Vision 2020 to
transform Mal aysia into a devel oped nation

" Continued cooperation and nmutual understandi ng anong the vari ous
ethnic groups can help to revitalise the econony,” he said.

He said they had resorted to various means including using the Internet
to tell lies to pit the H ndus against the Muslins and the Chinese with the
Mal ays.

He cited the recent spread of rumours of disturbances in the federa
capital through the Internet as another exanple of their attenpts to create
anxi ety anong the peopl e.

He |ikened the spread of lies and runours via the Internet as the
"nmodern poi son-pen letter."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had proven its ability to devel op the country
on its own w thout external advice and assi stance.

" BEven if external expertise and technol ogy were used, we paid them
wi th our own noney," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said the country's econom ¢ probl ens had no connection
with corruption, nepotismand cronyismas alleged by outsiders.

" 1"mconfident we can overcone this (econom c downturn) with the
peopl €' s understandi ng of the problem" he said.

More than 10,000 people attended the gathering which is part of his
working visits to the states to explain the current econom c problens to
t he masses.

He had visited Kedah, Johor, Negeri Senbilan and Perak
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