02 MAR 1998

MAHATHI R WE WELCOVE MORE TAI WANESE AND OTHER FOREI GN | NVESTMVENTS

PETALI NG JAYA, Mar 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t oday Mal aysia wel comes nore foreign investnents to hel p boost the
country's econony, including those from Tai wan.

Asked by a Tai wanese reporter on the role Taiwan can play in supporting
the Asean economes, the Prime Mnister said: "W wel coned Tai wanese
investnments in the past. | think if you can invest nore, that will be very
hel pful indeed."

Mahat hir had earlier opened the National Smart Partnership D al ogue at
Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel here.

He said the reason Mal aysia has so far managed to avoi d seeking
financial assistance fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I M) is because
t he governnment and the private sector had "not borrowed too rmuch noney in
t he past.™

"W have been very strict in the adm nistration of the finances of the
nati on, we have been very conservative. Neverthel ess, when the noney
deval ued off-course we have probl ens because now we are poorer," he added.

In reply to a question by the Taiwanese reporter on the future
rel ati onshi p between Ml aysi a and Tai wan, Mahathir said: "W have a
one- Chi na policy that has always been in place. As far as we are concerned,
there is only one China but we have always had relations with Taiwan." --
BERNANA
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