04/ 05/ 1998
Mahat hi r: Saf eguard country's i mage during Ganes

Adel i ne Ong

ITIScrucial to safeguard the country's image to ensure the success of

t he 16t h Commonweal t h Ganes, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
sai d yesterday.

He said that it was inportant for volunteers to constantly protect the
country's inmage to ensure that foreign visitors returned home with a
pi cture that Ml aysia and Mal aysi ans are civilised.

"I al so hope that as volunteers they will not object to any task
assigned to themon the grounds that it is beneath them

"Vol unt eers shoul d al so be polite even when dealing with rude visitors.
Vol unt eers nmust not forget that they cone forward with open hearts to
serve in order to nake the Ganes a success," he said

Dr Mahat hir addressed sone 5, 000 vol unteers of the 1998 Conmonweal t h
Gares i n Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

The Prime M ni ster added that the vol unteers hol d a huge responsibility
as their actions mrror the country's character and spirit.

"Qur actions are inportant to ensure that the world respects us. W
built this nation with our hard work until we are able to host the Ganes.
W must not do anything to mar the i mage," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the vol unteeri smculture should be cultivated
among Mal aysi ans so that the nation is respected by the worl d.

"Arace is not devel oped and respected and does not have hi gh honour if
its cultureis solowthat it is not willing to do vol unteer work.

"The success of such a big sporting event depends on its managenent, the
country's capability to provide various sports facilities and the
athl etes' perfornmance.

"However, the rol e of volunteers shows our dedi cati on, our nation's
success and therefore, | believe those who of fered thensel ves as
vol unteers refl ect Mal aysi ans' patriotic spirit,"” he said, addi ng that any
duty performed by the volunteers is a nobl e task.

Dr Mahat hir al so thanked t he many vol unteers who had offered their
services to the Ganes which will be held fromSeptenber 11 to 21. Up to
date, there are sone 51, 023 vol unt eers.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahat hir advi sed the national athletes to devote their
time and energy to their training to achi eve success at the ganes.

"l urge and appeal to athletes to sacrifice by putting asi de anything
that will not contribute to their success.

"Fromnowuntil the end of the Ganes, athletes nust focus 100 per cent
of their energy for the Ganes," he said.

He added that al t hough Mal aysia's success inits bidto host the Ganes
was itsel f sonething to be proud of, Ml aysia as a host does not want to
be left behind in the nedals tally.

"Al t hough physically we may be snaller than other athletes, there are
still areas - such as weight-lifting, badm nton, boxing and sw nming -
whi ch we have a chance in wi nning," he said.

The Prinme M nister al so rem nded vol unteers and Mal aysi ans i n general to
ensure that everything is kept clean during the Ganes.

"Al t hough there are 100, 000 spectators at the stadium we nmust keep it
clean even i f we have to pick up rubbish with our bare hands. C eanliness
refl ects national character.

"It is also inportant to maintain cleanliness of toilets not only at the
sports conpl exes but also in public places,"” he said.



Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the Kual a Lunpur 98 Souvenir Card to
comenor ate t he Ganes. The Souvenir Card entitles cardhol ders to
guar ant eed di scounts at over 6,000 participating ordinary nmerchants
t hroughout the country. The card will be avail abl e at RMLO per pi ece.

The Souvenir Cards will be on sale imediately after the | aunch at
various outl ets which include nmain outl ets of Pos Mal aysi a, branches of
Bank Si mpanan Nasi onal, Kentucky Fried Chi cken, Pizza Hut and Ayamas
restaurant outlets.
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