19 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - Anwar
MAHATHI R PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR ANWAR FOR UWNO NUMBER TWD PCOST

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister and Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today he will support Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahimif there is a contest for the Umo deputy presidency in next year's
party el ections.

"As far as | amconcerned, if anybody contest against ny deputy, then I
wi || support ny incunmbent that is ny present deputy,” he told a news
conference at the end of the first day of the 1998 Umo general assenbly
here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked about the no-contest proposal by Umo
del egates at the assenbly today.

Anwar, who was al so present at the news conference when asked if he
woul d chal l enge Dr Mahathir for the top party post, said he had never said
he wi Il chall enge the president.

"At notine did | make reference that | will challenge the president,"”
said Anwar who is also Deputy Prime Mnister and Fi nance Mnister.

Anwar said he made specific nmention of his support for Dr Mahathir in
hi s speech when he simnultaneously opened the Umo Youth and Vanita
assenbl i es yesterday.

VWhen asked again Anwar said: "The president has already clarified."

In his speech yesterday Anwar urged party nenbers to stand united
behi nd Dr Mahathir's | eadership in overcom ng the econonic woes.

Dr Mahathir said he and Anwar shared the "sane reply" to the no-contest
proposal and Anwar endorsed this with a nod and said: "Yes, we discussed
that."

The prime mnister also said that he and Anwar woul d not prevent a
contest for their respective posts.

"We feel that if people want to have a contest, by all neans do," said
Dr Mahathir.

Anwar said sone foreign nedia had specul ated that he would chal |l enge Dr
Mahat hir for the top post.

On cronyism the prine mnister said he had spoken at |ength on the
subject in his presidential address today.

On Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi's statenment yesterday that
the prime mnister's son and Umo Youth assistant treasurer Mkhzani
Mahathir " is the novenent's bridge with the party |eadership", Dr Mbhathir
said he did not think Zahid had neant it that way.

"He (Zahid) is an Umo Suprene Council menber. Therefore there's no
need to use ny son as a bridge. O her people may think this is a form of
cronyismto use ny son to influence ne," said Dr Mahathir.

The prime mnister said Zahid was free to raise any issue or seek
clarification fromhimat the council's neetings.

Earlier, during debate on the presidential address, the delegate from
Kedah | smail Yaakub proposed no-contest for the two top party posts so as
not to undermne party unity.

I smai|l argued that allow ng contest for the two posts could raise
m sconception of interference by the incunbents.

Li es and accusations through poison-pen |letters about strained
rel ati onship between Dr Mahathir and Anwar were nerely designed to weaken
Umo and make its nenbers | ose confidence in the party, he added.
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