21 JUN 1998
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
MAHATHI R NOT SATI SFI ED W TH M DDLE- CLASS BUM S

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today he is not satisfied with the nunber of
m ddl e- cl ass Bumi put er as.

He said the governnent was serious in uplifting the standards of
Bum put eras whose mi ddl e-class status were crucial to create a devel oped
soci ety.

The government would step up efforts to create nore m ddl e-cl ass Ml ays
t hrough the Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry and seek ways to realise the
obj ective, he said.

" We provide financial assistance to help theminprove their status to
that of m ddl e-cl ass.

"Not stopping at giving financial aid, we offer themvarious business
opportunities including the franchi se system whi ch provi des many chances
for our people to attain mddle-class status,” he said when wi nding up the
debate at the three-day Umo CGeneral Assenbly which ended today.

Dr Mahathir said he often discussed with Entrepreneur Devel oprent
M ni st er Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed on ways to speed up efforts to create nore
m ddl e- cl ass Bumi put er as.

He said he al so held discussions with Japanese busi nessnen on the
possibility of Ml ay entrepreneurs taking up restaurant franchise
pr ogr ames.

Dr Mahathir also said there was a need for a clear definition to
det erm ne who coul d be grouped under the mi ddl e-class category.

" We must know because many of our people have not only RML million
RV million but hundreds of mllions of ringgit, can these people be
cat egorised as mddl e-cl ass, ? he said.
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