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Mahat hir-Pol i ce
MAHATHI R DEFENDS PCLI CE ACTI ON TO SHOOT ARMED CRI M NALS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
t oday defended the action by police to shoot armed crimnals and descri bed
as grossly unfair criticisnms against it by a local human rights
or gani sati on, Hakam

The Prime Mnister was responding to questions fromthe nedia on the
I nspect or- General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor taking exception to a
statenment by Hakam president Raja Aziz Addruse that the police could have
been too "trigger happy".

"I want to say that it is grossly unfair. | would like to see what Raja
Aziz would feel if you keep on pointing guns at him (Raja Aziz)," he said
after calling on Burkina Faso president Blaise Conpaore today.

"These peopl e who beat policenen to death, how can the police not
react," said Dr Mahathir who is also Hone M nister.

Asked if he was referring to illegal immgrants, Dr Mahathir said it
included illegal inmgrants, kidnappers and all such kind.

On Monday, Abdul Rahi m had rapped Hakam for what he felt was a biased
statement agai nst the police force.

He said that at tines, the police had to nake a split second decision
when confronted with crimnals.

Police officers were trained to act as far as possible within
presecri bed | egal procedures while violent crimnals with records would not
hesitate to kill, he said.

The 1 GP also said that police would not change this approach unl ess
there were changes to existing | awns.

In an article published by The New Straits Tines, Raja Aziz strongly
condenmend the police for their indiscrimnate and nmassive use of force to
kill the suspects.

According to him nore than 50 suspected armed crimnals had been shot
dead on the spot by police in the past two-and-the-half years.
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