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TOKYO, COct 19 (Bernama) -- A mpjor aid conference for Africa began here
today wi th an announcenent by Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t hat Mal aysia, France and Japan have enbarked on a new
initiative to help the poverty-stricken continent.

The trilateral initiative is based on African countries, for decades
reci pients of aid from donor nations, taking ownership of their own
devel opnent in a continent of 1.2 billion people which Dr Mahat hir said has
"l ost alnost half a century”.

"The overarching objective of building a partnership rather than a
donor recipient relationship is a unique approach through which the three
countries hope to contribute, in a nodest way, to pronote the social and
econom ¢ devel opnent of Africa,"” he said at the opening of the second Tokyo
I nternational Conference on African Devel opnment (TICAD I1) here.

The three-day conference is attended by | eaders and senior officials of
52 African countries, Asia, North Anerica and Europe. Asians nations such
as China, Ml aysia, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand and | ndonesi a
are taking part in the conference for the first tinme.

The prime mnister said Japan, France and even Mal aysia were in a
position to help Africans overcome their shortcom ngs especially through
t he invol venent of the private sector

They could help set up job-creating industries because Africans are
very skillful in the same nanner as Japan hel ped Mal aysia to prosper when
they came to the country to invest.

"As a bonus a properous Ml aysia has becone a good narket for Japanese
goods. The benefits for those extending a hel ping hand to devel op countries
are therefore two-fold. The benefits are also nutual. It is truly a win-win
venture," said Dr Mahathir.

He said in Africa, with a little orientation the basic skills could be

turned into industrial skills, adding that industries could do well in
Africa as they had done well in the countries of Asia, including Southeast
Asi a.

"As nmuch as Japan profited from Mal aysi an prosperity, Japan and France
will profit even nore from African devel opnent and prosperity. Africa is
naturally rich. Its resources are huge. In fact it is these resources that
had attracted the Europeans in the past,"” the prine mnister said.

Dr Mahathir was al so encouraged by the fact that certain parts of
Africa had beconme nore peaceful and their governments interested in the
devel opnent of their countries and the well-being or their people but were
handi capped due to poverty and the |lack of experience and expertise.

He said the post-independence turnoil lasted a bit longer in Africa
than in Asia but now all over Africa there was a keen desire to give the
people the kind of life they deserved as independent people.

Africa had the desire but not the skills and the neans and for this
Asi an countries should strectch out a hel pi ng hand because not only it
woul d not cost them rmuch, they would eventually be anply repaid.

On the Japan-initiated aid conference for Africa, a followup to Tl CAD
I held five years ago, the prinme mnister said Japan's relatively newfound
interest in the well-being of the continent was nost wel come.

He said African, Asians and even Europeans woul d benefit fromthe
stabilisation and prosperity of Africa brought about by the cooperative
efforts of the three continents.



Dr Mahathir urged participating countries to focus on Africa to make up
for the loss of time, adding that "there is everything to gain and not hi ng
to |l ose by prospering Africa, a close neighbour in a shrinking world".

After addressing the conference on behalf of Asia, the visiting premer
held a neeting with heads of three Mal aysian diplomatic msions in East
Asi a, Anbassador to Japan Tan Sri Khatib Abdul Ham d, Anbassador to China
Dat uk Abdul Mjid Khan and Anbassador to South Korea V. Yoogal i ngam

Khatib said the prinme mnister briefed themon the | atest econom c and
political devel opnments back hone.

Earlier in opening the conference, Japanese Prinme M nister Keizo Obuchi
said wi nds of change were sweeping across Africa as the end of the Cold Var
had brought about denocratization and market-oriented econom es whi ch had
begun to have a positive inpact on the continent.

He said nearly 20 African countries were now achi eving a gross donestic
product (GDP) growth of around 5 per cent and politically many countries
had been hol ding free el ections based on nulti-party system

Oouchi spoke fondly of his first contact with the continent during a
trip to several African countries as a young nman in the 1960's, addi ng that
"it is indeed a great pleasure for ne to see that the bright future for
Africa that | foresaw 30 years ago is being realised in many African
countries today."

But Cbuchi said poverty still remai ned wi despread and deepl y-rooted and
conflicts between nations in the continent, ethnic di sputes and nassive
refugee flows were re-energing.

"These problens threaten peace and stability which are the
pre-requi sites for sustainabl e devel opment. They are of critical concern
not only for the African countries but also the international community,"”
he sai d.

He underlined the inportance of ownership in devel opnent for African
nati ons, saying this was one of the |essons from Japan's own experience in
devel opnent cooperation with its partner countries in Asia.

Qouchi said he could not over-enphasise that political stability,

t hrough the resolution and prevention of conflict and the advancenent of
denocrati sation, was indi spensable for devel opnent in Africa.

To acconplish this, African countries nust inprove their capacity for
conflict prevention, and should achi eve good governance by ensuring the
rule of law, adm nistrative transparency and free and fair elections,
within the context of their own culture and historical tradition.

"In regard to the conflicts that plague Africa at present, | would Iike
to take this opportunity to strongly appeal to all of the parties involved
for conpassion and understanding, so that the nmediating efforts being
undertaken by African | eaders can result in their peaceful resolution,” he
sai d.

Despite Japan, the world's biggest aid donor, facing great economnic and
financial difficulties, Cbuchi said it would continue to play a | eading
role for devel opment cooperation in Africa mainly for basic human needs
such as primary education, health and nedi cal care and the supply of clean
and safe water.

He said the critical role of the private sector nust be recogni sed for
the African devel opnent and to foster growmh of the private sector in the
continent, especially through the pronotion of trade with and investnent
from Asi a.

United Nations Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan, who will close the
conference on Wednesday, in a nessage says Africa has reached a critica
turning point in its history.

"After an era of decolonialisation and a period characterised by civil
wars, mlitary rule and econonic stagnation, a third wave is beginning in



Africa -- one of peace, denocracy, human rights and sustainabl e
devel opnent , " says the Ghana-born Annan.
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