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MAHATHI R ARRI VES FOR ASEAN SUMWM T

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

HANO , Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
arrived here today to attend the Sixth Asean Summit begi nning tonorrow anid
tal ks of rejuvenating the region's econony ravaged by a 17-nonth old
financial and econom c woes.

He was acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali.

Canbodi an Prime Mnister Hun Sen, who is here for a two-day visit, wll
call on Dr Mahathir |ater today.

The two | eaders are expected to di scuss Canbodia's efforts to gain
entry into Asean at this sumit.

Later Dr Mahathir is scheduled to call on his Vietnanese counter part
Phan Van Kai .

Khai will host an informal working dinner for the visiting Asean
| eaders toni ght and sources said they woul d di scuss Canbodi a's adm ssi on
i nto the nine-nmenber grouping.

Dr Mahathir will also hold talks with Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok
Tong and Chi nese Vice-President Hu Jintao.

The openi ng cerenony of the two-day summit will be held the Ba Dinh
Hal | .

Al so scheduled to arrive today are Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei,
Myanmar' s Chai rman of State Peace and Devel opment Council Than Shwe, Thai
Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai, Philippine President Joseph Estrada,

I ndonesi an President B.J.Habi bie and Goh.

The | eaders of three Asean di al ogue partners -- China, Japan and South
Kor ea
-- will arrive in Hanoi fromtonorrow for neetings with Asean heads
of state and governnent.

This is the first Asean Sumit hosted by Vi et nam whi ch becanme a menber
of Asean in 1995.
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