30 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - pol i ce
MAHATHI R ASSURES FULL PROBE | NTO ANMVAR S ASSAULT CLAI M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said a full inquiry will be conducted into Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimis claimthat he suffered injuries due to assault by
police during detention under the Internal Security Act (ISA)

He said appropriate action would be taken agai nst the police personne
involved if there is truth in Anwar's all egati ons.

Until then, no quarters should rush into naking accusations of police
brutality against the country's police force, he said at a news conference
at his office in Jalan Dato' Onn here.

Dr Mahathir said this issue should also not disrupt the court process
agai nst Anwar who was charged in the Sessions Court here yesterday on nine
counts nanely five counts of corruption and four counts of sexua
i nproprieties.

Anwar was sacked as deputy prime mnister and finance mnister on Sept
2 and expelled from Umo, the next day.

Anwar, sporting a bruised |eft eye when he appeared in public for the
first time since his detention |last Sept 20, told the court that he was
punched and sl apped by police until his left eye bruised, his nose bled and
his lips cut.

Anwar, who led an illegal city procession fromthe National Msque here
on Sept 20 was later arrested under the |ISA for threatening nationa
security.

Asked whet her Anwar could have self-inflicted the injuries to gain
synpathy and to prove right his claimthat he would be tortured upon
arrest, Dr Mahathir said that was not somnething inpossible.

"According to sonme quarters, this is not sonething that is inpossible
as he will gain much mleage if it can be shown that he is being tortured
by police," said Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone M nister.

The prime mnister also did not disniss the possibility of Anwar

sustaining the injuries out of his provocation of the police till they had
to restrain him
"Whet her he planned this or not, | dare not say, but there is a

possibility that he deliberately did sonething rebellious that the police
had to stop or sonmething that pronpted the police to resort to

vi ol ence...the ensuing situation may have caused the injuries that we have
seen," he said.

Descri bi ng Anwar as soneone conversant with such matters, Dr Mahathir
said Anwar had al ready nmade al l egations, through his wife Datin Seri Wan
Azi zah, that his |life would be in danger once he is detai ned under the |SA

"Hs wife said she feared for Anwar's life and this tine we've seen the
injury marks ... why? Why was he assaulted, if at all he was beaten?

"As for Datuk Seri Anwar, this is to his advantage as it i s now seen
that he has al ready experienced what he had forecast at the very outset.
H's prediction was, if arrested he'll be tortured.™

The prime mnister said no quarters should presune that Anwar's
injuries were definitely inflicted by the police in their effort to elicit
somet hing from him

He said several other people |ike opposition |leader LimKit Siang and
in fact Anwar hinself, had been detained by the police before and they had
not | odged conplaints of assault or mistreatnent then

"Many peopl e get detained by the police but there's no proof that they



(the police) inflict injuries as (part) of their process,” said Dr
Mahat hir .

"I don't see any benefit at all for the police to do sonething to Anwar
as they need not secure a confession fromhim

"The police are also mndful that they will have to take Anwar to court
and obvi ously when brought to court and that he is seen with injuries, this
will only invite allegations against the police,"” he said.

Nonet hel ess, the prine m nister enphasised that the government woul d
not condone any unl awful police action.

"They cannot harmtheir detainees even at the interrogation or other
stages,"” said Dr Mahathir, who believed that the foreign nmedia would now
hi ghlight the | atest devel opnent in Anwar's case to reinforce their clains
of the Mal aysi an governnent being dictatorial.

He said the foreign nedia would al so divert public attention from
Anwar's trial by harping on allegations of police brutality.

Dr Mahathir said the Attorney-Ceneral had already ordered an inquiry
into Anwar's allegations and it would be carried out by a special team of
police officers not connected with the Special Branch to ensure the teanis
i ndependence.

He enphasi sed that policenmen are |argely professional and would want to
prove that their tasks are carried out in keeping with their principles of
pr of essi onal i sm
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