07 MAY 1998
Snub- deni al
MAHATHI R DI D NOT SNUB BRI TI SH M NI STER, SAYS ENVOY

By: Wan A Hul ai m

LONDON, May 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad did not snub British Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown
during the latter's brief stopover in Kuala Lunpur on Tuesday, said the
Mal aysi an Hi gh Comni ssi oner here.

Dat uk Mohanmad Amir Jaafar's denial follows a report on the front page
of the Quardi an newspaper which said Dr Mahathir deliberately refused to
meet Brown because he bl amed Western speculators for Asia's financial
crisis.

The report, filed by reporter Mark Atkinson from Kuala Lunmpur, further
specul ated that Dr Mahathir's refusal could also be "linked to his anger at
British press coverage of recent riots in a Ml aysian detention centre for
illegal immgrants”.

Am r, speaking on the BBC Radio 4 news programme "PM yesterday, said
Dr Mahathir's inability to nmeet Brown was sinply due to a |lack of tinme
because the British mnister arrived in Malaysia at 7pm on Tuesday and | eft
at 8 the follow ng norning.

Brown was warmy received by Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister
Anwar |brahimat the airport and later had a very useful discussion wth
hi m over dinner, Amr said.

In a press rel ease later, the Ml aysian H gh Conm ssion said it was
unnecessary for anyone to junp to any conclusion other than the fact that
Brown's stay of only one night in Ml aysia had not given any opportunity
for Dr Mahathir to receive him

"I ndeed Mal aysi a woul d al ways wel cone the visit by British | eaders and
the people of Britain to Malaysia either for official, business or social
pur poses. W believe there is so nuch that could still be done for nutual
benefit of the two countries through bilateral visits at various |levels,"”
the rel ease said.

The Guardian report, clearly intended to stoke the fire of controversy
soon after a report in its sister Sunday newspaper "The Observer" of
poi soni ngs and deaths in a Ml aysi an detention canp, was acconpanied by a
cartoon showi ng Brown | ooki ng very bermused while a Ml aysi an police officer
gave himthe two finger salute.

A thought bubbl e over Brown's head read: "It's the Ml aysian salute, |
suppose. "

Under the headline "Snub for Brown as Ml aysian PMto busy to tal k",
the report itself admtted that a neeting was never formally schedul ed
before going on to say that it was 'understood’ (a common journalistic
shorthand to indicate unsubstanti ated or anonynous sources) that enbassy
officials had requested talks with Dr Mahathir.

Brown was on a flying visit to Southeast Asia to study the economc
situation before this weekend's G/ finance mnisters' neeting in
Bi r m ngham

The report said that according to diplomatic sources, Dr Mahathir's
schedul e was "i movabl y" fixed. But it did not nmention that protocol-w se
it was appropriate that Brown, although a key nenber of the cabinet of
Prime Mnister Tony Blair but not his appointed deputy, was nmet by his
Mal aysi an count erpart and deputy prem er.

M schi evously, the Quardi an reporter added: "In what could be
interpreted as a snub to Dr Mahathir, M Brown went out of his way to
praise M Anwar, saying: 'He is a figure of great stature on the world



econom c st age.
The interview on BBC Radi o was the second tinme that Amr appeared on
the British media in less than a week to explain the policies of Ml aysia.
Last Sunday, he appeared on the BBC Channel 2 progranme "Correspondent”
to answer allegations of mstreatnment and poi soning of |Indonesians in a
Mal aysi an detention canp.
- - BERNAVA
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