15 MAY 1998
Mahat hi r - Fund
MAHATHI R, SI TI HASMAH CHI P I N RML25, 000 FOR NATI ONAL FUND

KUALA LUMPUR, May 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali have donated
foreign currencies and jewellery worth RML25,000 to the Special National
Fund.

Treasury deputy secretary-general Datuk Syed Danial Syed Ahmad said the
items would be auctioned soon and the nonetary value is expected to be
hi gher than the actual worth.

He said Dr Mahathir donated foreign currencies of various countries
worth RML5,000 while Dr Siti Hasmah al so gave foreign currencies and
jewel l ery val ued at RVA0, 000 and a set of dianonds costing RwWO0, 000.

The buyer of Dr Mhathir's contributions would be given a speci al
certificate with the prime mnister's signature on it to signify that the
items were collections of the country's |leader, he told reporters at the
Treasury today.

The fund was | aunched on March 6 to collect contributions fromthe
public to help the country tide over the econom c sl owdown.

The governnment appoi nted Bank Sinpanan Nasi onal as the receiving agent
for local and foreign currencies while Bank |Islam dan Bank Rakyat were
charged with accepting val uabl es.

Syed Danial said Dr Mahathir's contribution should be an exenplary to
the people in efforts to stimulate the country's econony.

He said the fund had received donations in the formof foreign
currencies and jewellery worth RV.6 mllion.

Due to the encouragi ng response, collections for the fund, which was to
end on April 6, had been extended till July 6, he said.

He expected the proceeds to touch RML billion as other states
particul arly Pul au Pi nang and Johor are keen to |launch the fund soon.

Syed Danial said jewellery with cultural values |like those used for
weddi ngs woul d be nelted and sold to a conpany in Switzerland when the gold
price goes up.

He said this would be done on the advice of Bank Negara.

He said those who want to donate foreign currencies in smaller
denom nati ons could do so through certain designated associations.

He al so said those wishing to donate in big anounts need not worry as
t hey woul d not be queried fromwhere the noney originated from

" What's inportant is that the noney is used to boost the country's
reserve to revitalise the econony,” he added.
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