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MAHATHI R SAYS HS FAM LY COULD BE FILTHY RICH | F HE' S NEPOTI C

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
his own fam |y could have been very weal thy had he been practising nepotism
and cronyismall the while that he is Prine Mnister

"I can show the condition of ny famly, in fact they have been subj ect
to discrimnation, indeed if they were to ask for sonething, I'll nake sure
they won't get it," he said.

"I have been prime mnister for 17 years and if | have been giving ny
famly, they would have been very wealthy by now, " he said when w ndi ng up
debate on the last day of Umo's 52nd general assenbly at the Putra World
Trade Centre here today.

The Umo president said, his son, for instance, was once nonminated to
stand as a Menber of Parlianent but he rejected the nmove on the ground that
the son was unfit for the position

He acknow edged that his children were all ocated conpany shares but
this should not be regarded as cronyismas they did not get as nuch as the
ot hers.

Dr Mahathir said he was making this conparison with a situation in a
nei ghbouring country where the children of its former |eader secured al
the contracts making them super-rich

On the list of those awarded contracts for privatised governnment
projects which Umo rel eased yesterday, Dr Mahathir said it showed that not
only a few had benefited but everyone.

"Al'l sorts of people (fromall |evels) got them Sone got on three
occasi ons and even so not on their own but with others. There are names
which we are not even familiar because we want to distribute wealth to
all," he said.

He admtted that sone had secured nore contracts because of their
capability and not out of favouritism

The i ncapabl e ones could not be awarded contracts because they could
only cause all-round damage, the prine mnister said.

He said that if the governnent had its way it would want to farm out
all the contracts to those who deserved to get them

Dr Mahathir al so apol ogi sed to Umo Yout h chief Datuk Ahrmad Zahid
Ham di whose nane was al so |isted down.

"I apol ogise to Zahid as his name is on the list but he has already
explained that it is not himwho gets it but had lent his nanme to the
novenment even before he assuned | eadership of the novenent," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

However, Dr Mahathir said, people reading the |list would react: "Aha,
he gets it too. W often have this prejudice agai nst somet hing even before
checking what it is all about and upon checking we realise that what we
presuned is untrue."

The prime mnister said party nenbers were now aware that not only one
or two people were given the opportunities but everyone who had the
ability.

These opportunities were not only relating to privatised projects but
al so all ocations of conpany shares, Dr Mahathir said.

There were party nenbers who were not allocated shares but there were
Tan Sris and Datuks (titled dignitaries) who got them because they were
made conpany chairnen or directors, he said.

Some of them received substantial share allocations because they had



speci al agreements wi th non-Buni putera conpanies in recognition of the
restructuring of those conpanies, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the lists rel eased were those dating back from 1993
and a further scrutiny would show that nore people had secured
opportunities in the earlier years.

- - BERNAMA

ARA oba rn



	MAHATHIR SAYS HIS FAMILY COULD BE FILTHY RICH IF HE'S NEPOTIC (Bernama 21/06/1998)

