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Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
MAHATHI R SAYS I T'S NOW DI FFI CULT TO BE FRIENDLY WTH S' PORE

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, COct 17 (Bernama) -- Calling sone of the actions taken by
Si ngapore as unfriendly, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
it wll now be difficult for Malaysia to be friendly with its nei ghbouring
i sl and nation again.

He said Singapore had taken a series of actions that showed it was not
sensitive to being a good nei ghbour but what hurt the Mal aysi an people were
comment s about sone of the country's past |eaders made by its Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew in his recently published nmenoirs.

Dr Mahathir said if he wanted, he too could wite a ot of "very nasty"
t hi ngs about Singapore but he did not do so as these woul d annoy Singapore.

But when Lee in his nenoirs villified some of Ml aysian | eaders who had
al ready died, Ml aysians felt "very angry" about it, he said.

The prime mnister said this in response to questions fromthe Japanese
media in a specially arranged interview here.

Lee in his menoirs, which sparked new strains in rel ati ons between the
two countries, accuses sonme past Mal aysian | eaders of indulging in acts
rangi ng fromcorruption, vice, and inciting racial tension that caused
racial riots in Singapore in 1964.

"I can also wite a ot of very nasty things about ny experience wth
Si ngapore, but we hold oursel ves back, but Singapore sonetines says things
whi ch hurt us, not just the governnent but the people.

"Now our past |eaders who have al ready passed away are villified by
them (the nmempoirs), our people feel very angry.

"Even if | want to be friendly, it's now very difficult because people
do not want us to be friendly again with Singapore,” said Dr Mahathir.

Accordi ng to Mal aysi an Anbassador to Japan Tan Sri Khatib Abdul Ham d,
t he Japanese busi ness conmunity had expressed concern about problens in
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore ties because of Japan's huge investnents in Singapore.

Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysi an government could not ignore the feelings
of the people which had been aroused by Singapore's unfriendly acts.

He cited the nove by Singapore banks to offer very high interest rates
for deposits in Ml aysian ringgit as another "very unfriendly act".

Dr Mahathir said during the present econom c troubles, Ml aysia needed
as much noney as possible in its banking system but when Si ngapore banks
took such a measure, the ringgit went out of the country.

Anot her was when Singapore set up an over-the-counter trading for
shares follow ng the separation of the two countries' tw n stock exchanges,
a nmove which hurt the Ml aysi an econony.

"For a long tine, we did not conmplain, but finally of course we have to
act,"” he said obviously referring to Malaysia's recent decision to ban
Singapore mlitary planes fromflying over its air space.

O her probl ens between the two countries include the future of the
wat er supply agreenent - Singapore gets much of its water from Mal aysi a -
and the Ml aysi an-owned railway |and in Singapore.
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