06 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
MAHATHI R THANKS OPPGCSI TI ON FOR SUPPORTI NG GOVT' S STAND

| POH, Aug 6 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday thanked
the opposition parties for supporting the Barisan Nasional government's
stand on the relocation of the Custons, Immigration and Quarantine (ClQ
facilities from Tanjong Pagar to Wodl ands i n Si ngapore.

He said the solid support of Mal aysians woul d give the government
strength in facing the probl em

"Now we have to just wait (for devel opnents on the issue),” he told
reporters after a neet-the-people session at Stadiumlndera Milia, here.

He said the Malaysian inmgration officers would continue to operate in
Tanj ung Pagar as the Singapore authorities had said that the time limt for
Mal aysia to agree to nove to Wodl ands had expired.

"W were prepare to stay in Wodlands. The problemis that it
(Singapore) has said that the time for us to agree to stay in Wodl ands has
expired and it has not prepared a a place for us...only prepared to pl ace
two tables by the platform" he said.

" ...it doesn't |ook nice and we have to take care of work confort.
Suddenly it says there is no place because we are late and have to nove out
to Johor Baharu...it's like being chased out,"” the prime mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said the Singapore | eaders had not contacted himto discuss
the i ssue and the communications so far were through Ml aysian officials.

Asked to comment on reports that Singapore had shortened the social
visit stay for Ml aysians to between three and nine days fromw th 14 days
previously, he said it was Singapore's right to inpose regul ati ons on
Mal aysi ans entering the republic.

He said it was better for Ml aysians to |live and work in Ml aysia and
t he nmove woul d not cause Mal aysia any | oss.

Dr Mahathir also said that any decision to ban the book, "50 Dalil
Kenapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM' (50 reasons Why Anwar Cannot Be PM or
action agai nst the book publisher would only be taken after the police had
concl uded their investigation.

The governnment had first to know t he whether the book's contents had
any basis and if they did not, action would be taken agai nst the publisher
he said.

Asked on the detention of a "Datuk"” by the police in the course of the
police investigation into the book, he said he did not know anything about
it.

Al t hough he was al so Hone M nister, the police need not inform him
bef ore nmaking any arrest in an investigation, he said.

Asked whet her the book was ained at applying pressure on Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim he said he did not know, adding: "M
observation is that he is still doing his work |ike usual."

VWhen asked on the downgradi ng of the rating of Ml aysia's sovereign
risk fromA- to BBB by Thonson Bankwatch, the world' s | argest bank rating
agency, Dr Mahathir said: " They (the international specul ators) have the
power to destroy people and obviously they are using the power to destroy
peopl e. "

He said: " Wat they do not want us to do is to try and save our
econony and anything we try to do to save our econony, they will frustrate
it."

" This is within their power and we do not have the power, so they can
do what they like," he said.
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