29 APR 1998
Mahat hir - Poi soni ng
MAHATHI R DENI ES "MASS PO SONI NG' OF | MM GRANTS REPORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 29 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today denied reports in two British newspapers of "mass
poi soning" of illegal inmgrants in Ml aysian detention canps.

"I don't quite understand why we should mass poi son them wheareas we
can repatriate thousands of them and the |Indonesian governnment itself has
acknow edged that its citizens would have to be repatriated,” he told
reporters here.

He was asked to comment about reports in the Cbserver and The
I ndependent earlier this week that Ml aysia had carried out "mass
poi soni ng" of refugees and m grant workers to subdue themprior to their
mass deportation |ast nonth.

One policeman and ei ght I ndonesian immigrants were killed in riots
whi ch broke out in one of the canps at Senenyi h near here.

" Why the need to kill people just because they're a problem™ said Dr
Mahat hir, pointing out that the British newspapers were maki ng such
al l egations as one way to cover up their roles in severely inpoverishing
I ndonesi a.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home Mnister, said its was such reports which
ridiculed other nations that caused wi de-spread enpl oynent in Indonesia
forcing the people to flee their country.

" The real poisoning is done by those who have nmade | ndonesia very poor
by depressing the value of the rupiah making 20 mllion I ndonesians jobl ess
now.

" The peopl e enpl oyed before are now w thout work. They're not jobless
because of the Indonesian government but because the depressed currency
forced many conpani es into bankruptcy and banks to cl ose down.

"Al'l these were caused by people of the sanme type as those who wote
such reports,” he said after a cl osed-door neeting with Umo divisiona
chiefs and | eaders of the party's youth and wonen's novenents.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the foreign nedia were
also trying to disclaimtheir part in causing Indonesia s econom c woes and
i mpoveri shing | ndonesi ans who were now too poor to afford food, medicines
and mlk and had to nmigrate el sewhere to survive.

" Al this started with noves to inpoverish |Indonesia by depressing its
currency, " he said.

He also criticised human rights groups for applying pressure on
Mal aysia to open up detention canps holding illegal immgrants to
i ndependent inspections.

" Human rights groups are never satisfied with anything accept if we
give five-star hotel acconmpbdation for these people (inmgrants)”.

" If the human rights group are quite willing to finance, we are quite
willing to put themin Shangri-La Hotel but they nmust pay for it, they
can't expect us to pay. These human rights groups... their rights remain up
to the point when they do not have to spend their noney," Dr Mahathir said.

Asked about pictures of recent riotings in the canps published in sone
forei gn newspapers, Dr Mahathir said these pictures were obtained through
corruption.

"1 wuldn't like to say it, but sonebody obviously got sonething for
it. I think one of the things that we want to elimnate is corruption and
corruption takes many form including these kind of pictures can be
obt ai ned through corruption”.



Dr Mahathir was al so asked about a tendency of the foreign press to
undernm ne the country, the |latest being adverse reports on the Conmonweal t h

Ganmes to be held here in Septenber.
" Yes, of course, if they can, they would like to destroy this country

with the aid of sone Ml aysi ans, " he added.
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