05 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - Sabah
MAHATH R WANTS MAXI MUM STATE- FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ONS

KOTA KI NABALU, June 5 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today he wants to see nmaxi mum conmuni cati on between
t he Federal and the Sabah state government.

Dr Mahathir said he had spoken to the Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok on the matter and both agreed there shoul d be maxi nrum comuni cati on
bet ween both the governnents "so that when we do things, we do it
t oget her. "

"I have al so spoken to Datuk Osu Sukam ( Sabah Deputy Chief M nister and
Fi nance M ni ster-designate) and | think he understands the inportance of
wor ki ng together in the Sabah government and in the Barisan Nasional (BN),"
Dr Mahathir told reporters here.

The prime mnister, who was returning froma working visit to Japane,
was on a 30-minute stop-over at the old term nal of the Kota Kinabalu
International Airport here en route to Kuala Lunpur.

Donpok was anong state dignitaries who were at the airport to neet the
prime mnister.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN Chairman, said cooperation anong | eaders
and BN conponents in Sabah was vital as much probl ens needed to be
addressed such as inproving the state's water and power supplies.

"Also we need to nanage the finances of Sabah very well because these
are hard times. You can't chop trees the way you chop them before. So we
must be very careful ,” the prime mnister said.

On Gsu's job change froma federal to a state ministership, Dr Mahathir
said Osu could serve as a bridge |inking Sabah and the federal governnent.

Gsu, who recently resigned as federal Land and Cooperative Devel oprent
Mnister, will be sworn in on NMonday.

"Osu is fromthe (Federal) cabinet and so is Donpok. So they both are
famliar with how we do things in the cabinet. Therefore | don't see any
problem ™ he said.

Donpok was M nister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment between August
1994 and April 1995.

Asked on the vacant Land and Cooperative Devel opment M nister's post
followi ng Gsu' posting to Sabah, Dr Mahathir said he would give the matter

a t hought.
On whet her the post would be reserved for Umo or a | eader from Sabah,
Dr Mahathir said: "lIt's both for Umo and Sabah. But we've not nmade a

deci sion yet."

Dr Mahathir al so said having four presidents of BN conmponent parties in
the state cabinet would reinforce the coalition's position in facing an
i npendi ng state el ection.

Dr Mahathir said: "Coviously, the election is very nmuch on our mnd
when we do this... we need the strongest possible conbination."”

They are chief mnister Donpok, who is Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS)
president; Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Joseph Kuruk (Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah (PBRS); Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnment Datuk Yong Teck
Lee ( SAPP- Sabah Progressive Party) and Agriculture and Fisheries Mnister
Dat uk Pandi kar Amin Milia (Akar Bersatu).

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about Yong's re-appointnment to the Donpok
cabi net compared to the case of forner chief mnister Datuk Salleh Tun
Sai d, who was not reappointed to a state ministership after the power
transfer froma MislimBum putera to a Chinese | eader two years ago under a



rotating power-sharing arrangenent.

To this the prime mnister said: "This was because he (Salleh) needed a
rest. As such | did not force him But |'ve spoken to Yong and he said he
could still contribute and would be content with just a nornal
m ni st ership. "

"While he (Yong) carries out his government responsibilities, he still
has time for other things, including party matters," Dr Mahat hir said.

Yong relinqui shed the chief mnister's post |last May 28 to make way for
Donpok' s appointnment to the job under a unique two-year rotation between

each of the three main racial groups in Sabah -- the Mislim Bunm putera, the
Chi nese and t he non- Musl i m Bum put er a.
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