05 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r - Myanmar
MAHATHI RS YANGON VI SIT A BOOST TO ASEAN SOLI DARI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will make a two-day official visit to Myanmar from Monday
as part of his ongoing efforts to enhance bilateral ties w th nei ghbouring
countries and hel p strengthen Asean solidarity.

He will hold talks with the chairman of the State Peace and Devel opnent
Counci| (SPDC) Senior General Than Shwe shortly after arrival in Yangon in
t he afternoon.

They are expected to exchange views on the | atest devel opnents
pertaining to the financial and economc situation in the region, a Wsma
Putra statenment today said.

The two | eaders will also identify new areas of cooperation to further
enhance bil ateral relations.

An avoi dance of double taxation agreenent is al so expected to be signed
during the visit, the statenent said.

According to the programe, the Prime Mnister will plant a tree at the
People's Park to mark his visit.

In the norning the follow ng day, the Prime Mnister will tour the new
Thil awa port, 18 km from Yangon, followed by a business [uncheon neeting to
be attended by both Ml aysi an and Myanmar busi nessmnen.

Dr Mahathir [ eaves for home later in the afternoon.

Wsma Putra officials said Dr Mahathir's visit to Yangon is significant
to Malaysia in terns of both bilateral ties and Asean cooperati on.

This will be Dr Mahathir's first visit to Myanmar since its adm ssion
into Asean, despite strong opposition fromthe West, at the 30th Asean
M nisterial Meeting in Kuala Lunpur in July last year.

Dr Mahathir has been a strong advocate of the "prosper thy nei ghbour™
policy and in the case of the erstwhile isolationist Myanmar, he believes
the best way to interact with that country is through "constructive
engagenent " instead of the hard-1ine approach favoured by Western powers.

In an interview with Bernama in conjunction with Asean's 30th
anni versary |ast year, Dr Mahathir defended the constructive engagenent
policy, saying that it had brought trenmendous results as Myanmar had now
changed a ot and was willing to be a nenber of a community where before it
alienated itself.

Mal aysia's trade with Myanmar stood at RML.1 billion last year, with
exports worth RW74.6 mllion and inports anounting to RML40.3 mllion.
Mal aysia sells palmoil, crude petrol eum and petrol eum products to

Myannmar while it inports mainly agricultural produce fromthat country.

There are al so substantial Ml aysian investnments in Myanmar with at
| east 16 projects ongoi ng.

Myanmar, covering 671,000 sq km is the largest country in the
Sout heast Asian mainland in ternms of land size. It has a popul ati on of
about 47 mllion with the Burmans maki ng up 65 per cent, Shan 10 per cent,
Karen 7 per cent and other ethnic mnorities the rest.

Ei ghty-seven per cent of Myanmar's popul ati on are Buddhi sts, 5 per cent
Christian and 4 per cent Mislim

Wth a per capita inconme of US$700, Myanmar is regarded by United
Nat i ons agencies as one of the poorest countries in the world. There are
about 10,000 Myanmar m grant workers in Ml aysia.
-- Bernama
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