05 MAY 1998
Mahathir - rift
MAHATHI R SAYS HE AND ANWAR ALL OKAY

KUALA LUMPUR, May 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has reiterated that there is no rift between himand his deputy
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

"There is no rift (with Anwar), every norning we sit down, he, | and
Dai m (economi ¢ advi ser to the governnent) and we deci de what we have to do
toget her," he said.

"But no matter how we do it, even if | were to kiss and hug himin
public all the time, they will say there is a rift because this is what
they want to see,™ the prime mnister said.

He was responding to a question froma CNBC journalist suggesting a
rift between himand Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, after the prine
m ni ster |launched Asnita, Malaysia's first unit trust fund for wonen here
t oday.

On hi m bei ng perceived as "not singing fromthe sanme singing sheet" as
Anwar, Dr Mdhathir said: "Wong, perhaps the way he puts it may sound
different but the basics are the sane.”

On the journalist's suggestion of cronyismand nepotismin the
government, Dr Mahathir said there was no such thing.

He said the governnent, which subscribed to the Ml aysia Incorporated
concept, had a duty to hel p peopl e and conpani es whi ch have been
contributing 28 per cent of their profits as governnent revenue.

"Way shouldn't we help them in whomwe don't invest...but when they
make a profit, 28 per cent is for the governnent. We hel p everybody," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir refuted clains that he had hel ped his son Mrzan, who owned
the troubl ed Konsortium Perkapal an Bhd, in the acquisition of Mrzan's
shi ppi ng busi ness and assets by Petronas, the national oil conpany.

"We hel p any businesses in trouble... this is a business decision...you
shoul d see whether it is favouritism just giving noney away freely or was
it a commercial deal," he said.

"Pl ease | ook carefully into what was being done. It is not because he
is my son. It is a favourite ganbit of western press to say that Asians are
all corrupt people who just spend noney on their children,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he has many children and rel ati ves who are poor and
invited the journalist to see the kind of lives they are |iving.

"They shouldn't be living that way if |I'm someone who spent
governnment's noney on ny own relatives...l don't do that,"” Dr Mahathir
added.
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