17 OCT 1998
Naj i b- Mahat hi r
MAHATH R S STATEMENT A CHALLENGE TO US, SAYS NAJI B

JOHOR BAHARU, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
statenment yesterday that the Barisan Nasional (BN) will still formthe next
government but with a reduced majority nmust be viewed as a chal |l enge.

Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Dr Mahathir's
statenent did not nean Umo or the BN had conceded defeat and woul d not
work hard to face the next general election

"I feel Dr Mahathir wants to throw a challenge at us. Hi s statenent
must be viewed positively to step up efforts to build confidence anong the
people to continue to give us the mandate,” he told reporters, here.

Naj i b, who is Education Mnister, was commenting Dr Mahathir's
statenment in Tokyo yesterday that the ruling BN might not have such a big
majority in future but the same party woul d be governing the country.

Dr Mahathir made the statenment in a dial ogue with Japanese corporate
| eaders, bankers, academni cians and journalists.

He said the BN would win in the next general election but it nmust be
prepared to face bigger chall enges than the previous election in 1995.

" We adnmit the country's econom c and political situations are not as
stable as in the last election,” he said.

In the last election, there were no economic and political problens
i ke now, he said.

However, Najib was confident that the people would make the right
deci si on and woul d not be swayed by issues involving a certain individual

"They will give inportance to the country's future,” he said.

He said the people have the wi sdom and would think rationally and not
enotionally to vote in a government which would fulfil their expectations
and aspirations.

More inportantly, they would opt for a government that coul d guarantee
continued prosperity, unity and stability, he added.

Meanwhi |l e in KANGAR, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m said the
statement by Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, was an inportant
message to BN | eaders and nenbers to strive to repeat the resounding
victory achieved by the coalition in past general elections.

He said the BN had a proven track record on its ability to devel op the
country and protect the people's interests.

"As such, there is no reason for the people to reject the present
governnent," he said.

He al so expressed di sapppoi ntment agai nst political renegades who
badmout h the country from abroad.
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