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Mahat hi r - Nobel
MAHATHI R CHALLENGES MALAYSI AN SCI ENTI STS TO WN NOBEL PRI ZE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad toni ght
i ssued a challenge to the Mal aysian scientific conmunity to produce a Nobe
Laureate by the year 2020, calling on themto transform Mal aysia into one
of the world players in science and technol ogy.

The Prime Mnister said that over the years, local scientists have
achi eved maj or breakt hroughs in various fields of science, engineering and
technology (S. ET).

Speaki ng on "Sci ence and Technol ogy -- The Foundation To Qur Econom c
Growm h and Prosperity" at the Acadeny of Sciences Ml aysia di nner here, Dr
Mahat hir said the country would benefit if the acadeny could take up the
initiative to docunent all the breakthroughs.

"Al t hough these breakthroughs are sporadic, it indicates that Ml aysia
possesses scientists and researchers who are capable of perform ng
hi gh-1 evel research

"Having said that, | challenge the Ml aysian scientific comunity to
produce a Nobel Laureate by the Year 2020," the prime mnister said.

He called on the scientific comunity to innovate and create; to
continuously chal l enge old thinking with new ideas; to continuously search
for new know edge and sol ve probl ens.

"We have to strive for excellence and in the process transform Ml aysi a
into one of the world players in science and technol ogy," Dr Mahat hir said.
He said scientists and researchers should capitalise on the governnent

| ayout infrastructure and facilities to deliver their results.

Dr Mahathir said the government remains committed towards pronoting
S.ET.

"We have fornulated the policy, built the infrastructure and all ocated
the financial resources. But beyond that, we need the scientific and
i ndustrial conmmunity to push it further,"” he said.

The prime mnister also called on the scientific conmunity to devel op
Mal aysi @' s own technol ogy and engi neering i nnovations to reduce the cost of
technol ogy and possibly allow the innovations to be exported to reverse the
flow of royalties paid.

"Mal aysia would do well to spend noney on research, especially applied
research. The econom c recovery can be speeded up and we may energe from
the turmoil stronger," he said.

Dr Mahathir said as Mal aysia was a devel opi ng country and has
i nadequat e funds for research both original or applied, the royalty paid by
Mal aysi a for inported technol ogies yearly was very high.

"This is of course a drain on our foreign exchange earnings. At this
time of economic turnoil, we cannot afford this outflow of funds," he said.

He said the latest effort by the governnent to strengthen the country's
econom ¢ position was the establishnent of the Multinmedia Super Corridor
(MsC) through which Ml aysia woul d conmpete in the new information era.

Dr Mahathir also said while there was a great deal of pressure for the
opening up of countries and markets to everyone today, there was not that
much pressure for science, engineering and technol ogy to be made avail abl e
to every country and everyone.

"In fact the pressure to protect intellectual property is greater today
than at any tine in history. The machinery of international institution and
t hose of powerful national governments are nobilised to protect
intell ectual property as never before.



"There seens to be sonmething wong in this. Wiy is it that while
mar ket s cannot be protected, markets which may be the sol e asset of poor
countries, intellectual properties nust be protected at all costs?" he
sai d.

Saying that "a choice nust be nade here", Dr Mahathir said "if we want
to protect intellectual property then we must also protect markets."

The prime mnister said alternatively, the world should insist on
markets and intellectual property to be equally free for everyone.
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