26/ 09/ 1998
Mahathir: | do not want an inmoral person to take over

Adel i ne Ong

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said he had to act swiftly
agai nst his former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim to ensure that the
country is not led by an i nmoral | eader.

Speaki ng to nenbers of Wanita Umo, the wonmen's wing of the country's
| argest political party, Dr Mahathir said if he was not sacked quickly
from Governnent and party, Anwar woul d replace himas Prime M nister and
Umo president if sonething happened to him

"I had to take i nmedi ate action because if anything happened to ne, he
woul d succeed ne. | amof the opinion that soneone who is involved with
such activities is not fit to lead a country," the Umo president said.

Anwar was sacked from Cabi net on Septenber 2 and from Umo the day
after. He has been detained under the Internal Security Act since Monday
for threatening national security and is expected to be charged with
several counts of sexual m sconduct soon.

Last Saturday, two nmen pleaded guilty in court to being sodom sed by the
forner deputy prinme mnister

"The action was taken at nmy own di scretion. However, when the suprene
council met (on Septenber 3), | gave ny reasons and (Anwar) gave his. Al
menbers of the supreme council listened to both sides of the story and
decided to not only sack (Anwar) fromhis post but as an Umo nenber as
well," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar could easily be swayed by | ust.

"Therefore, when he becones a | eader, he will be easily nmanipul ated by
foreigners. He woul d be exposed to various tenptations created by
foreigners to satisfy his lust, and they would in turn control him If we
have such a | eader, Malaysia will | ose its independence,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could not accept a honpbsexual as | eader and
must resist a Western trend towards "too much freedont.

"In some countries, nen kiss men. This is so disgusting to see. In
Mal aysi a, we cannot accept a | eader who has such strange behavi our

"In the West, honpbsexual ministers are accepted. In Ml aysia we cannot
accept | eaders involved in strange activities. | sacked hi mbecause of
this," he said.

He said Malaysia is different fromthe West. "Do wonmen want to accept
such a horrible | eader to becone a | eader in Mal aysia, a Ml ay | eader and
a Musliml eader?"

"W have Wnen's Day, they have Honbsexual Day. They have gay parades.
They have nen sporting |l ong hair and wearing earrings with pride. W
cannot accept that as one day God will punish with a very heavy
puni shnent. In Islamit is a big sin," he said.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysi ans shoul d di stance thensel ves from
Western trends, where excessive freedomhas resulted in there being no
di fference between nen and wonen. "

Citing President Bill dinton's case where despite the sex scandal the
President still gets high approval rating from Americans, Dr Mahathir
said: "As Muslins, we cannot accept such | eaders."

"I'n Umo, nen and wormen work together towards the Umo struggle. Wnen
have been playing an inportant role. This has to be recogni sed and gi ven
due credit.

"W know the difference and we accept this fact. Wen we ignore the
nat ural phenonmenon, there will be chaos," he said.



He al so said that what Malaysia is facing politically today has to be
handl ed with care, adding that if Ml aysians get carried away, Ummo may

fail "and we cannot continue with Umo's struggle".
"Umo's struggles are far fromover. Unity is the prerequisite for the
success of our cause. Qur struggles nmay fail if we are not careful in

handling this matter," he said, adding that Umo nenbers can be divided if
they let thensel ves be taken in by foreign propaganda.

He | ashed out at foreign media, saying that they were used to deceive
the people so that the people would eventually take Anwar's side.

He expl ai ned that not many people believe in Anwar or that Anwar has
been victim sed. "Many Umo nmenbers may have thought that the allegations

were baseless. In fact, | did not believe it initially when the forner
I nspector General of Police Tun Haniff Omar told ne in 1993.

"I dismissed it then but when | have concrete proof, | cannot afford to
ignore it. | have to act."

Dr Mahathir went on to say that Anwar incited the riots last week in
order to avoid facing an open trial in court, which would expose all his
nm sdenmeanour s.

"He tried riots al a-lIndonesia. He thought that since President Suharto
can be toppled through daily rioting, this too can be done in Ml aysi a,
and denocratically elected | eaders will have to step down," he said.
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